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MINNEAPOLIS 
HAVE MERCY! 


MERCY BAR & DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN 
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W.A. Frost is а St. Paul institution, captivating four decades of diners with a blend of first-class cuisine and unsurpassed 
old-world ambiance. Further proof that exceptional taste never goes out of style: Legendary jazz-era hotspot 
The Commodore has been fully restored and is now open to a new generation of St. Paul’s movers and shakers. 
Join us for a handcrafted cocktail or an elegant meal. Being part of history has never been more appetizing. 
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BEST DOG DAYCARE 
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NOW OFFERING ШШШ 


EXPANDED 


GROOMING SERVICES! 


WWW.DTD0G3.COM 


FACEBOOK.COM/DOWNTOWN-DOGS-DOG-DAYCARE-AND-BOARDING 


SUNDAYS | 10AM-4PM 
BLOODY MARY BAR 


TUESDAYS | 10AM-2PM & 6РМ-10РМ yf 
DOUBLE UP FOR A DOLLAR ч у 


Purchase а rail or domestic beverage 
and receive a second for 91 


THURSDAYS | NOON-MIDNIGHT 


THIRSTY THURSDAYS cx 
FREE DRINKS for active Table Games players. / А М Мы | V E R SA RY | 
Ё—— 


TURTLE LAKE,WI * 800.846.8946 • STCROIXCASINO.COM 
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Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 
Каге11'$ Sven Sundgaard and Rena Sarigianopoulos want 
you to join them for Dining Out for Life. Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
Photo by Hubert Bonnet DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 
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Facial Plastic Surgery 


individual beauty 


| ү} 
| Bryan М. Rolfes, MD 
Facial Plastic Surgeon 


Facial Plastic Surgery 1 | ss 


Female Feminization Surgery 
Hair Restoration 


Dermal Fillers 1 
ВОТОХФ 4 


952-767-9929 


935 Wayzata ВМА Е, Suite 200 
Wayzata, MN 55391 | omnifps.com 


612-870-3081 . 
shelterarchitecture.com 


The Lakely @ The Oxbow Hotel - Eau Claire, WI 
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TACORI EVENT APRIL 20-22 
1717 LEXINGTON AVE N, ROSEVILLE MN 
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A nonprofit 501(c)(3) all volunteer dog and cat rescue organization 


Help Save a Life 


ADOPT -FOSTER ~ DONATE 


www.secondchancerescue.org 
P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
651-771-5662 


* No Pushy Salesman 
In Your Home 


* Lifetime Glass 
Breakage Warranty 


* No Down Payment 


* No Pricing Games, Fake 
Discounts, or Price Drops 


(763) 286-6871 | ZenWindowsTwinCities.com 


uptown i 
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Education • Experience ® Excellence 
...with a smile! 


Wau LOR 


Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD 
Mayo Trained, Board Certified, 
Award Winning Dermatologist 


Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C 
Physician Assistant in Dermatology 


Angela Rohland, C-FNP 
Dermatology Nurse Practitioner 


e Appointments within ONE week ® All major insurance accepted 
• Fully licensed and credentialed providers 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 ® 1221 W. Lake Street е Minneapolis, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 е www.UptownDermatology.com 
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IF YOU'RE 
HAPPY AND 4 
YOU KNOW IT, 


“чак. 


(then go buy an Outlander or Mirage) 


NEW CARS NEW CROSSOVERS 


STARTING AT JUST STARTING AT JUST 


Offers end 4/30/17 or while supplies last. See dealer for details. “2017 Mirage $9,777. **2017 Outlander Sport $16,777. tWith trade-in only. Discount equal to amount of sales tax up to $777 on vehicles 2007 
and newer with less than 125,000 miles. Vehicles 2006 and older and/or with 125,001 miles or more qualify for $377 tax savings discount. Not valid on prior purchases. 


WHITE BEAR МП TAE e 
=a : ; 

LIFE TIMES Every new vehicle purchase includes the 

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY “А White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Powertrain Warranty! 


*Lifetime Powertrain Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. Limitations apply. 


See dealer or visit whitebearmitsubishi.com for complete details, including covered components, exclusions, and owner's responsibilities. 


«e 651.204.4750 WHITE BEAR 


MITSUBISHI 3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Building Longer Tables 


When I look back at 2017, I know that it will be far from a golden 
year. There will be no rose-colored glasses or waxing poetic over these 
first few months. But, what I hope I will see is how life found ways to be 
vibrant and hopeful in different ways. Something that is particularly ap- 
ropos for a restaurant issue is how food can bring us together for safety, 
security, meaningful conversations, and just sitting in silence...chewing. 
We are very familiar with going to eat at fundraising dinners where the 
food is similar, the tables are sold, and the speakers are supposed to rile 
us up to make change and give money. But how about inviting people 
over for a potluck, having quiet conversation while passing dishes, and 
putting out jars for free-will offerings for various organizations? 

That’s what I've found to be feeding my soul these first months of 
2017. I’m feeling fortified. And that is the point of hosting or attending a 
Fortify potluck: it’s about feeding the greater good. The concept came 
from my friend, Joy Summers, who’s written for us over the years and 
is currently found at Eater Twin Cities, Minnesota Monthly, and various 
television shows like Twin Cities Live. As an answer to feeling more help- 
less than hopeful, she came up with the idea of people inviting friends 
and coworkers and family members over for a potluck dinner. While her 


house has the capacity for about 20 people, she hosted at least double 
that with a whole lot of kids running and screaming and having a good 
time. When it’s potluck, nobody foots the bill of providing food for all, yet 
there is always more than enough food to go around. There was a pile of 
nonperishables to take to the food shelf and three jars of money to give to 
different nonprofits that could use some help right about now. 

So, my part in this will be attending as many Fortify potlucks as I 
can, digging deep into the couch cushions and cupboards for money to 
donate and food to send to the food shelf, and hosting one myself. Last 
year for my birthday, I held a birthday dinner at a Dining Out for Life 
restaurant, since my big day usually falls on or near that big day. But this 
year, I’m hosting my big 4-0 at my place and ІРІ be potluck...with jars for 
contributing money for various nonprofits as well as a long table where 
we can all gather, find hope, and be fortified. 

ГЇЇ still be Dining Out for Life as I do every year. I hope to see you out 
there as well. Find each other, gather around food, help those who need 
it, and realize that we all might need it, too, in some way, shape, or form. 

With you and with thanks, 

Andy 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC 4BC378021 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


Healthysexuals 


LOVE 


" 
Talk about your sexual health. #NoFilter 
VISIT 
.COM 
AND TALK TO A HEALTHCARE PROVIDER 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


New Wine in Old Bottles 


A beguiling giraffe face — calm, sloe-eyed — gazes languidly from 
the cover of the March Smithsonian above a blurb asking, “Will the 
beloved giant disappear before scientists even begin to understand it?” 
Also offered are “Decoding the Fate of the Vikings” and “Uncovering 
the Holocaust’s Great Escape.” 

Greenland Vikings, it has been known for decades, settled substan- 
tial communities that flourished for 400 years as indicated by letters writ- 
ten between 1409 and 1424. Then, they simply vanished with no hint of 
haste or disaster. 

Giraffes, reports author Alex Shoumatoff, are the least-studied of the 
large African animals, lacking the cachet of majestic elephants or social 
chimpanzees. Their numbers are falling drastically, from 140,000 in 1998 
to 97,600 today. They are being slaughtered by man for reasons rang- 
ing from HIV/AIDS cures to soup bones, while habitat loss erodes their 
grazing land. Less a mystery here than a question of when time will run 
out for the gentle, enigmatic creatures. 

Starting in 1941 in today’s Lithuania, some 90,000 Jews were me- 
thodically shot to death and buried in mass graves in the town of Po- 
nar’s surrounding forest. In 1944, deciding that “there must not be any 
trace,” a commander told prisoner Motke Zeidel the bodies would be 


exhumed and burned. 

Zeidel, who lived to tell his story, and fellow prisoners were set 
to this dreadful task. They also started tunneling in February 1944 
and escaped on April 15. An extraordinary feat, but without evidence, 
author Matthew Shaer notes that their 100-foot tunnel was a legend, 
easily denied. 

But Richard Freund, a practitioner of what he calls “non-invasive ar- 
chaeology,” approached the site in 2016 using ERT (electrical resistivity 
tomography) among other methods. Running data into laptops in the 
field, he located “a sliver of red against a backdrop of blue.” The tunnel. 
A legend made fact. 

And the Viking mystery? A triple whammy, reports author Tim Fol- 
ger. Recent evidence indicates their profitable walrus tusk ivory trade 
dwindled, supplanted by better quality elephant ivory; dramatic climate 
change (in 1257 an Indonesian volcano caused a global temperature 
dip); and the Black Death. Greenland was spared, but half the popula- 
tion of Norway, “Greenland’s lifeline to the civilized world,” perished. 

Globalization issues, climate change, habitat loss, man’s savagery to 
man and beast — everyone is still vulnerable to these forces, and ad- 
dressed or not, we survive at their whim. BM 


Written by JEFFREY P. SCOTT 
and JAMES A. ROCCO 


Musical Direction by RAYMOND BERG 
Hosted by JAMES A. ROCCO 


Songs from LEGALLY BLONDE, 
THE COLOR PURPLE, and more 


ОВОМАУОВ 
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A TIME TO TOAST! 


Haskell’s Proudly Supports 
The Twin Cities GLBT Community. 


Haskell's can help with your wedding receptions, bridal showers, summer 
parties or any celebration where wine, beer and spirits will be served. 


Haskell’s 
The Wine People! 


Bloomington • Chanhassen - Excelsior - Faribault - Maple Grove - Minneapolis Minnetonka 
Plymouth • Saint Paul - Stillwater • White Bear Lake • Woodbury - haskells.com 
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JERRY A. BURG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW Var vent center, Minneapolis 


profile E e at TCGMC.O'8 


Tickets $35 onlin 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 


А | > ! г, А 4 [ 
(612) 822-0865 me ! Visitstcgmc.org for more information about this 
www.jerryaburg.com | | over the top fundraising event! 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


MINNESOTA 
AIDS WALK 


FEBRUARY 25, 2017 


QUEER & TRANS 
FAMILY CONFERENCE 


FEBRUARY 25, 2017 
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| A ane 
е | TM District 
| DENTAL 


Transgender 
& Primary 
Care With 
Cultural 


612-877-8887 “ www. milldistrictdental. com 
: ^, 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


/ GREAT ESTATE EVENT 


BUY * TRADE , SELL 
One Day Only e Thursday May 4th, 
10:00AM - 8:00PM 


Featuring authentic signed creations 
by World-Renowned Designers. 

All available at remarkable 

special prices. 


We invite you to bring in your 
no-longer-worn fine jewelry. 
on-site ег can ӘУЕЛІ 


Galleria e 69 "ih & France e Edina 
sjewelers.com e 952-926-2455 


Items shown subject to prior sale. 


Competence 


It can be difficult when a 
family member struggles 
with your transgender 
identity. But you should 
expect more from your 
provider. 


North Memorial Health's 
Clinics in Brooklyn Center, 
Camden and Maple Grove 
provide specialized, quality care 
for transgender customers while 
offering a culturally-sensitive 
environment. 


Designed to help transgender 
customers make informed 
decisions about their care, the 
gender dysphoria care team 1$ 
led by WPATH-certified family 
medicine Physician, Erik 
Haugland, MD, and pharmacist, 
Mary Sauer, Pharm D, BCACP, 
AE-C. 


To learn more, visit Better 
Health News at: 


northmemorial.com. 


To schedule an appointment, 
call (763) 581-CARE. 


NORTH 


MEMORIAL HEALTH 


#thatsbetter 
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RAINBOW HEALTH ү m co ее Use Disorder 


= INSTITUTE HEALTH m Treatment 
4 ( СОМҒЕКЕМСЕ IE». Bou 


Я 
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Photo by Sophia Hantzes “ 


ҒЕВКОАКҮ 28, 2017 


2017 YOUTH 
SUMMIT 


MARCH 16, 2017 


Мо by Sophia Hantzes 


to Бу Sophia Hantzes 
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Whether it’s your favorite bar or 
Sunday brunch, make sure your 


fun is free from tobacco. Because 


even the occasional cigarette can do 


harm. So go out, have fun, and 


shine free from tobacco. 


SCENE 


Battlefield. Photo by Caroline Moreau 


ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


of citizenship and belonging, the fragmenta- 
tion of community, the massive movement of 
refugees on both sides of the border based 
on religion, the violence inflicted on women 
and children, the courage of those who dealt 
with its impact and found themselves all over 
again. It’s hard to imagine what they went 
through and, yet, these stories are important 
if we are not to have history repeating itself 
all over the world. I am thrilled to have a mul- 
tilingual cast of actors from the community 
that come from India, Pakistan, and Bangla- 
desh and original music by Pooja Goswami 
Pavan, A. Pavan, and Vijay Ramanathan.” 


BATTLEFIELD 

Through April 23 

Guthrie Theater, 818 S 2nd St. 
Minneapolis 

612-377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Peter Brook looms as one of the world- 
class figures of 20th century theater. His 
1968 book, The Empty Space, is like a Bible 
for three generations of theater practitioners 
and scholars. In 1964 Brook directed the 
first English language production of Marat/ 
Sade for the Royal Shakespeare Company. 

It stands as one of the preeminent stage 
productions of that decade. 

Brook’s deconstructionist-minimalist 
approach has an uncanny way of showing 
that less is more. It taps into the sacred. 
Paradoxically, when dealing with epic work, 
Brook has a way of sweeping us away in the 
same way a lavish costume and scenically 
designed drama might, but without the lav- 
ishness. His nine-hour 1985 milestone, The 
Mahabharata, based on the Sanskrit epic 
poem was a collaboration with Jean-Claude 
Carriére and it stands preeminently as well. 

Now you can see a 70-minute excerpt of 
The Mahabharata at the Guthrie titled Battle- 
field, collaborated on with Carriére, as well 
as Marie-Helene Estienne. Four actors and 


a musician tell the story of a family at war 
within itself and at war in the larger world 

as well. A healing process is implemented 
through animal fables. You could also call it a 
journey to enlightenment. This is part of the 
Guthrie Theater’s WORLDSTAGE series. 


5 WEEKS 

Through April 23 

Lab Theater, 700 N 1st St. 
Minneapolis 
612-333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 


No local theater company provides a 
global view as vast as Pangea World Theater. 
Their record is remarkable. Within this 
broad reach is a critical interest in history. 
Their latest production, 5 Weeks, was written 
by Meena Natarajan. She shares, “This play 
deals with the experiences of ordinary people 
who found themselves in extraordinary cir- 
cumstances. It took five weeks to create the 
partition of British India into the countries 
of India and Pakistan in August 1947 and 
this act has continued to reverberate for the 
next 70 years. The older generation hardly 
spoke about partition and, yet, we continue 
to experience its shadow in the violence that 
continues to occur as its legacy. There are so 
many questions this play explores: questions 


VIETGONE 

Through April 30 

1501 S 4th St., Minneapolis 
612-338-6131 
www.mixedblood.com 


It’s a fact of life in the world. Wars and 
military engagements mean refugees for the 
countries involved and surrounding coun- 
tries. This reality was brought home to the 
United States after the Vietnam War, which 
included surrounding countries, Laos and 
Cambodia. It was also the case with Somalia 
and obviously now, given the ramifications of 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

In Vietgone, playwright Qui Nguyen draws 
from comic book aesthetics, martial arts, and 
hip-hop, to tell the love story of his parents 
who met in an Arkansas refugee center. When 
Saigon fell in 1975 they fled Vietnam. Just the 
sort of content that Mixed Blood Theatre rel- 
ishes. Founding artistic director Jack Reuler 
points out that Mixed Blood “has long aimed 
to be a voice and home for immigrants.” 

Director of the Vietgone regional pre- 
miere, Mark Valdez, notes, “At a time when 
the immigration debate continues to heat 
up and the world struggles to find solutions 
to the global refugee crisis, playwright Qui 
Nguyen puts that aside and instead gives us 
a love story — his parent’s love story — and 
in doing so, creates a play that takes оп а 


5 Weeks. Photo Bruce Silcox 
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ЭЎ Eye dini. | Looking for a way to save? 
3] а: 


For Health. For Vision. For Life. You need to insure both your auto and 


your home, so why not save money in the 


А 100% GLBT-owned eye |e у process? Call today for a free, no obligation : 
clinic with a doctor you A 4 look at auto and home discounts < 
can trust for ALL your from American Family. 


eye care needs. 
Dawn Bartell Agency 
i AMERICAN FAMILY A теме 4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Dr. David Bane d INSURANCE | Home Office - Madison, W1 53783 Minneapolis, MN 
2... Мас. о М American Family | G 2 
612-869-1333 • originseyeclinic.com | | Ametcan Standard sence Company of Olio dbartell@amfam.com 
| All your protection under one roof® Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
6601 Lyndale Ave S, Suite #160 • Richfield, MN 55423 wwwamfan.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


SPRING 2 oz. of your favorite gin 


R 3/4 oz. of fruit or floral li 
de FLING Sk oz. of fruit or floral liqueur 


(e-g-Tattersall Crème de Fleur, Norseman 


GIN COCKTAIL Apricot, St. Germain Elderflower) 
8 oz. of tonic E Lm 


(e.g. Jack Rudy Small Batch Tonic, 
Fever Tree Tonic) \ South j 


өн! Tools: Barspoon 
ШЕ Glass: Highball 


Garnish: Lemon wedge \\ LIQUORS // 


Stir gin and liqueur with ісе іп а highball 
glass and then add tonic. Garnish. 5300 LYNDALE AVE S., MPLS, MN 55418 


Mention this ad to received 10% off featured products - exp. 5/15/17 


3,000 Rings 


Never settle 
on selection 


LET U 
FIND YOUR 
POT OF 
GOLD. 


Getting your taxes done isn't enough ~ you need 
your taxes done right. That's where we come In. 
Ourtax pros are standing by to get you every 
credit and deduction you deserve to ensure you 
receive your maximum refund. Guaranteed ' 


And at H&R Block, we prepare а wide range 
of tax returns ~ from simple to very complex - 
for individuals and businesses 


MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY AND 
PUT OUR EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU. 


BRING IN THIS AD 
AND NEW CLIENTS 
SAVE $25! COUPON |... 


CODE: 83708 BLOCK 


(EXPIRES 4/10/17) 


WEDDING DA 


HRBLOCK.COM // 800-HRBLOCK D л момр 5 


rere rr eire ier rie 8 Locations | Coming soon to Roseville 
DE ratumanditie an. do 230604. вого атат. Бета ага е n 
а ое Ua ore www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 
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far greater political reso- 
nance, for what’s more urgent 
than love? And it’s not just that it’s a 
love story, it’s that it’s the specific love 
story about two Vietnamese, fleeing their 
homeland in the aftermath of the Vietnam 
War. They bear the wounds of war, of leaving 
home and family. And still, more often than 
not, their struggles yield tears of laughter 
rather than of sadness.” 


WICKED 

Through May 14 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

800-982-2787 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


Stephen Schwarz not only made one of 
musical theater’s biggest comebacks in 2003, 
but set the tone for theater in general by 
coming to bat for “the other.” The Other in 
this musical is Elphaba, the green, so-called 
“Wicked Witch of the West” in The Wizard 
of Oz. This prequel is an alternative look 
into L. Frank Baum’s original book and the 
1939 Victor Fleming film classic. It portrays 
green-skinned Elphaba as a sympathetic 
gifted character and the blond, fair-skinned, 
and glamorous Glinda, the so-called “Good 
Witch,” as deceptive and viciously ambitious. 

As in Godspell and Pippin, his small- 
scale musical gems of the early 1970s, 
composer-lyricist Schwarz’s more spectacular 
Wicked provides sensational tunes too. Just 
as Godspell gave us the memorable “Day by 
Day” and Pippin the crackling “Time to Start 
Living,” Wicked offers “Defying Gravity,” per- 
haps the most exhilarating tune in contempo- 
rary musical theater. Winnie Holzman wrote 
the book for the musical based on Gregory 
Maguire’s 1995 novel, Wicked: The Life and 
Times of the Wicked Witch of the West. 


Vietgone. Photo by Rich Ryan 


lines converge. Electronic dialogue received 
through headsets and a trio of tennis-playing 
rabbis add to this unique experience. 


WHILE YOU WERE OUT 
April 14-30 

Red Eye Theater, 15 W 14th St. 
Minneapolis 

612-870-0309 
www.redeyetheater.org 


Red Eye Theater is a challenger of fixed 
ways of presenting theater. That said, Red 
Eye appeals to universal feelings. While 
You Were Out, conceived and directed by 
Andrew Lee and Hayley Finn, examines the 
emotional ramifications of a daughter’s loss 
of her mother 30 years after her death. Two 
actresses play the daughter at different 
life phases. The audience is divided into two 
groups and follows the younger Bea (Maeve 
Moynihan) or the older Bea (Maggie Bear- 
mon Pistner) separately until the two story 


AND THE BEAT GOES ON! 
April 21-23 

Cowles Center, 528 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-206-3636 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Two distinguished dance companies com- 
bine their energy for a mutual presentation 
as part of the MERGE series at the Cowles 
Center for Dance and the Performing Arts. 
Zorongo Flamenco will offer their traditional 
Spanish dance, along with the Flying Foot Fo- 
rum’s Scandinavian and American folk style. 


And the Beat Goes On. Photo by Bill Cameron 


You'll see examples of their signature work, 
as well as a combined co-creation. 

"Artistically we see into each other and can 
move together and direct our dancers," says 
Zorongo's artistic director Susana di Palma. 
^We have different ways of working. Joe is logi- 
cal and organized, and his process is clear and 
clean. My process is through improvisation, 
in-the-moment changes to the last minute. But 
we have profound respect for each other." 

Flying Foot artistic director Joe Chavala 
says, "While we are guided by the forms we 
know, we don't let the traditions rein us in 
and dictate what we can and can't do. I enjoy 
discovering the intersections and common 
ground and figuring out how best to blend 
what each of us do." ш 
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TAKING MINNEAPOLIS ВУ STORM 


NOW THRU MAY 14 ONLY 
ORPHEUM THEATRE 


State Theatre Box Office 
800-982-2787 
HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


BROADWAy ) А ACROSS AMERICA 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Louisville skyline. Photo courtesy of Louisville CVB 


"E шшш шн 


Vu with a Room 
in Louisville 


Louisville is one of the 10 hottest gay destinations in the USA, declares 
Orbitz, and George Stinson can claim some of the credit. Well-known for 
opening the Connection, a gay nightclub, and his Marketplace restaurant 
complex, in late 2016 he debuted Vu Guesthouse, a tobacco warehouse- 
turned-sexy boutique hotel. You'll spot it (even from Mars) by its blaze- 
orange and flamingo-pink exterior, guarded by two sculpted lions. 

Its lobby sports what may be the largest chandelier in captivity, plus 
an ebony grand piano, mirrors, flowers, and enough bling to make Lib- 
erace look like a modest Quaker. Curvy hallways lead to its 19 rooms (15 
more in the Annex), climaxing in a king suite sporting a bed that would 
improve Versailles, set against fuchsia walls under a high black ceiling. 

Vu-land occupies an entire city block, complete with interior parking, 
a spa, patios, and a pair of restaurants: the casual Eatery 823 and white- 
tablecloth Table 817. There's also a theater/event space to seat 1,000 
nearing completion, scheduled to stage a major drag pageant on its open- 
ing weekend July 27-29 (www.vuguesthouselouisville.com). 

While you're in town, check out Pandora Productions, presenting the- 
atrical pieces that speak to the GLBT crowd, as do Voices of Kentuckiana 
Chorus and Gay Men's Chorus. Then head to the clubs. Play is the new- 
est and hottest dance party venue in the city, with drag shows nightly. A 
cluster of gay bars anchors a single corner in the Highlands, leading off 
with Chill Bar, laid-back and mellow. Nowhere Bar draws a younger, more 
casual crowd with dancing, pool tables, and an inviting patio, while Big Bar 
(big as your average closet) is a cozy, classy site hosting a clientele that's 
more mature and professional. Not far away, The Planet invites lesbians to 
kick back in its spacious lounge and enjoy live music. 

You thought the Derby was big? Well, how about Pride? Louisville 
boasts not one, but two festivals: Kentuckiana in June on the waterfront 


of the Ohio River, and Louisville Pride Festival in September in the heart 
of the Highlands. For info, visit www.GoToLouisville.com/Compassion. 

Big Arts, Big Eats 

Main Street makes it easy. As Louisville's cultural corridor, visitors 
easily can hoof it from one arts venue to the next. Start at the renowned 
Actors Theatre of Louisville, where, every spring, critics from around 
the globe flock to the Humana Festival of New American Plays to catch 
six shows in a single weekend (visit www.actorstheatre.org and you can 
too). I enjoyed the ditzy I Now Pronounce, about a wedding reception go- 
ing as awry as it can get; Cry It Out, the touching and comic commentary 
on new moms' choices; and Recent Alien Abductions, a dark story of a 
family's past and present violently colliding. 

Follow Main Street to KMAC, the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft 
(super gift shop, too). Nearby, the Muhammad Ali Center details this 
hometown hero's path from boxing ring to Vietnam War protester. Louis- 
ville Slugger offers factory tours along with baseball history and chances 
to try your skills at bat or on the mound. The 21c Museum Hotel's an- 
niversary exhibit honors works from alienated people, from Cuba to 
Ukraine to South African prisons. 

Then for a bigger helping of artworks, head to Old Louisville to the 
recently reopened Speed Art Museum, now doubled in size, allowing 
works in storage to gain gallery space, as in the collection of Southern 
Outsider art and photographs, along with masters old (Rembrandt) and 
new (Chuck Close's 2012 portrait of Obama). 

Back on Main Street, take a break to tour and sip Kentucky's other 
art form, bourbon, at several new downtown distilleries. That'll set you 
up to head to Churchill Downs, where visitors can catch a race or ten 
during the three-and-a-halfmonth season — or mill around on Derby 
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Orthodontic Specialists Call today for a 
Proud PFLAG Member | FREE CONSULTATION 


You and your family will enjoy Dellwood’s facilities including; an amazing golf 
course, pool / lazy river complex, fitness center, tennis courts, banquet hall, 
D Е L LWO O D outdoor dining and meeting rooms. 


COUNTRY CLUB Learn more about booking events or becoming a member, reach out to our 


ONLY TOP 1% 
| INVISALIGN PROVIDER 
in Downtown Minneapoli 


LEGENDS 


@ the Capri Theater 


Dennis Spears, Artistic Director 


Judy! You Bette! 


our Judy Garland and Bette Midler Classics 


Featuring Erin Schwab and Her Band 
April 22, 23 


www.thecapritheater.org 
TicketWorks: 612-326-181 


AYEAR WiTH 
ҒвослеТОлр 


MA S 
BOHEME 


$50 Tickets on May 18 at 7:30pm 
(regularly priced $125) 


Use Code lavender50 


Find out more at: 
mnopera.org/lavender 


Minnesota 
LAVENDER's LAVENDER’ 5 
ights 85. М | 
Nights тот ights 
at the [heater 612-333-6669 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 23 


TRAVEL 


Day. All year, behind-the-scenes tours invite visitors to scope out the 
racetrack, Millionaire’s Row in the grandstand, the 14 horse barns, and 
more. Then pop into the Kentucky Derby Museum to learn the makings 
of a thoroughbred; salute past winners; study the life of a jockey, train- 
er, hot walker, vet; and ogle a wall of famous Derby bonnets. The tour 
includes a surround-screen showing of Derby Day, climaxing in a song 
more dear to a local’s heart than the national anthem: “My Old Kentucky 
Home” (BYOH: Bring Your Own Hankie). 

All the foodie mags are hailing Louisville as the new dining Mecca 
of the South. No surprise to this visitor. Basically, it’s good ol’ Southern 
cooking with a splash of bourbon. Line up at Check’s, a corner dive since 
1944, serving fried oysters, fried chicken livers, fried bologna sandwich- 
es, and other culinary icons. That’s the drill at Wagner’s too, cooking 
up breakfast grub aside Churchill Downs since 1922. Your biscuits and 
sausage gravy come with a side of people watching, as the horses’ train- 


ers stop in for eggs over-easy and a bottle of liniment. 

At Corner Bar in the new Aloft Hotel, demand the pulled pork bour- 
bon tacos. Proof, in the 21c, serves killer grits, dolled up with bleu and 
gouda, pickled peanuts, and jalapenos. Continue your grits education at 
Gralehaus, where they’re laced with cheddar. Order a pimiento cheese- 
and-pickle sandwich on the side, or the biscuit with duck sausage gravy 
and maple syrup, duck cracklings, and a sunny egg. 

Then address the grits, as in shrimp and grits, at Fat Lamb, the new 
hot spot, also justly famous for its lamb ragu. And fried oysters. And 
Brussels sprouts. Butchertown Grocery also majors in shrimp and grits, 
along with don’t-miss dishes like chicken and waffles and a maverick 
Benedict of porchetta and kale astride a mega-biscuit. At Goss Avenue 
Bar in Germantown, it’s burgoo, a traditional country beef stew with a 
shot of heat. And at Hi-Five, it’s all about donuts. Famished? Visit www. 
gotolouisville.com and come away smiling. 


HOTELS 


MARRIOTT 


WELCOMES 
YOU 


AC HOTEL MINNEAPOLIS DOWN- 
TOWN PROVIDES A UNIQUE 
PERSPECTIVE TO YOUR URBAN 
TRAVEL EXPERIENCE WITH: 


* Modern guest rooms that are stylish warm, 
tactile and harmonious 


* AC Lounge, featuring the AC Hotels' Signature 
Gintonic and tapas styled snacks, small plates, 
and desserts 


* AC Kitchen, serving a fresh European- 
influenced breakfast 


401 HENNEPIN AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 

(612) 338-0700 
WWW.MARRIOTT.COM/MSPAR 
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surfaces 


SELECT 


EXCELLENCE IN SURFACING 


countertop 
purchase. 


$430 Value! 


CAMBRIA 
AFFORDABLE ELEGANCE 
SELECTSURFACES.COM 
2800 FAIRVIEW AVE. М. | ROSEVILLE, MN 55113 | 651-483-1576 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, сер», снес», cast", АРРА", САР” 


Senior Financial Planner, Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 


rmoltaji@financialguide.com Charterpoin ач 1 
Welt [ritis euh 
| Call Roya today at A member of the MassMutual Financial Group 


952-769-2126 
WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 
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We honor the past with playful wit 
and delicious food and cocktails. 


NOW OPEN! О 


at РреѕімісиСбо1#Ғ Club 
РОВ & GRILL 
chocolate diamonds 
stephen vincent design 
612-338-1481 » svstudio.com 


9555 Wedgewood Drive 
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Open to the Public 651-294-3160 

ч TMORRISPUBGRILL.COM 
Daily Happy Hour 3-6pm © Б etmorrispubgrill 


Early Bird 
Air Conditioner Sale! 


Custom Framing 
Mirrors 
Delivery & Installation 
Restoration 


Shadow-boxes AH | 
On-site Consultations ЩН with the installation of any furnace. 


Art Price applies to a 1.5-ton air conditioner. Some restrictions apply. 


Must be installed by April 28, 2017. 
Photo-frames 
Cards 


al 


For an A/C performance tune-up 


Plus, add a furnace tune-up for only $95 


Not valid with any other offer. 
Tune-up must be performed by April 28, 2017. 


PROVIDING THE COMFORT YOU DESERVE...SINCE 1930. 


* Local and family-owned for 87 years 5 Pea f 
2107 Penn Ave. S. * Financing available (on approved credit) вав BUSINESS 4 
RATIN 


Minneapolis, MN 55405 


612-374-2420 191 " Tog 
FR Ae uan А | Smart Club" Maintenance Plan STAND. ARD 
A CIE 


* 24/7 no-heat emergency service 


* More than 475,000 Twin Cities customers 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


612 -503 x 809 0 | standardheating -com Providing the Comfort You Deserve...Since 1930. 
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Age: 
ls this necessary? Okay, fine. 30ish. 


Where did you grow up? 
The Redneck Rivera: a small beach town in 
Florida called Fort Walton Beach. 


Where do you live? 
Pm an Uptown girl...Minneapolis. 


Who do you live with? 
This hook-up from four years ago that won't 
leave. Plus two dogs. And a Fox. 


What is your occupation? 

Hair and makeup designer at the Chanhassen 
Dinner Theatres, wig technician at the Guthrie 
Theater, and an independent hair and makeup 
designer at various theaters. 


When did you come out? 
At the age of 16. 


How'd that go? 

My mother was fairly accepting. | told my 
father that it took me 16 years to deal with it, 
so he had 16 years to get over it. Then | never 


wanted to hear another word after that. Апа... 


he did. 


When do you wake up? 
In a perfect world: noon. In reality: 8:00 a.m. 


Phone alarm or alarm clock? 
Phone alarm. . .five alarms with an hour of 
snoozing. 


What's the first thing you do in the 
morning? 

Take the dogs out, question why | live where 
it's cold, and tip-toe around my partner who 
really gets to sleep until noon. 


Breakfast? 
Sure. . .you buying? 


Coffee? 

| start every morning with a wonderful cup of 
coffee at Twin Cities Leather (shameless plug 
for my partner who sleeps until noon). 


Cream or no? 
Cream and honey. 


How do you spend your commute: 
Not sure, | just zone out. . .then wake up and 
I'm there. 


If your job were like a yearbook, 
what would you be voted? 

| really was voted "most likely to succeed" in 
high school. Today, "most likely to break out in 
song and dance." 


PAUL 


BIGOT 


What inspires you? 
Talent. | admire people who pursue their 
craft. ..there is no small role in theater. 


Do you eat your lunch while 
working or take a break? 

While working. Who has time for a break? 
Especially after all my songs and dance 
numbers. 


Is your work space tidy or a hot 
mess? 

Please. “Hot mess” is an understatement. | 
literally have things scattered all over the metro 
and in my car. 


What's been your favorite job? 

| toured the country with numerous national 
tours of Broadway shows for almost eight 
years. Of that, La Cage Aux Folles was my 
favorite. Gay men, drag queens, and 1970s 
hair — what more could you want? 


Who are your heroes? 

Anyone who pursues their dream in the arts 
when they were told their whole life it was only 
a hobby. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, 
take out, or cook in? 

Cook in. The only reason | let my partner sleep 
in is because he’s a fabulous cook and | come 
home to great meals. 


BY ANDY LIEN 


Most embarrassing moment: 
When female actresses realize | get 
embarrassed by boobies while changing their 
wigs and costumes. It then becomes a teasing 
free-for-all. 


On a usual weeknight, you are 
doing what? 

Getting everyone ready for a show. Taking on 
and off sweaty wigs. Making sure everyone 
looks good going on stage. 


Bedtime: 
Usually between 1:00 and 3:00 a.m., after 
winding down from work. 


Favorite weekend activity: 

Haha, what’s a weekend? | work when 
everyone else ishaving fun...and am free while 
you're in a cubicle. 


Words of wisdom to share: 

| started out in this business as a dancer and 
was badly injured very young. | thought my 
career in this industry was over. | was later 
given the chance to go backstage and work. | 
found a new way to be involved in this industry 
that | love. I've achieved more success this 
way and feed my passions. My advice is not to 
become so focused on a single path that you 
miss opportunities to still achieve your goals, 
and then fail to realize your dreams. 


REFRESHING OUR COMMITMENT 


TO FAITHFUL LGBTQ- INCLUSION ANNE SPORTUN 


TRUNK SHOW APRIL.21-22 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


HABITATION’ 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


б. 2011 HABITATIONDESIGN/COM 3 
о 4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD | 
_ 610 WEST 28TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 


REGISTRATION FEE: $25 for the weekend, 9 5 2 | 42 6 $ 3 5 48 | 
$15 day rate. Up to 1.3 CEUs available 

through United Theological Seminary VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE: 

of the Twin Cities. М, W, Th, Е & Sat 10am-7pm 
Sun 12-5pm 

Closed on Tuesdays 


KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 


NICOLE 
GARCIA 


Nicole is a self-identified transgender Latina. She 
began her transition, MTF, while employed as alaw 
enforcement officer for the state of Colorado. She 
is now a private counselor in Longmont, CO, anda 
MDiv Student at Luther Seminary. 


For more information and to register, go to: 
WWW.FCCMINNEAPOLIS.ORG/VOICES 


Z). 


SPONSORED BY FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) MINNEAPOLIS 
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2017 
DINING 
OUT FOR 
LIFE 


DINING 


OUT 


FOR LIFE 
2017 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Whether we’re celebrating with friends and 
family, going out for date night, or just simply 
too lazy to make dinner at home, dining out is 
an important part in all of our lives. And how 

could it not be with the incredible array of 
restaurants throughout the Twin Cities? Now 
we can dine out for a cause. Dining Out for 
Life is an annual fundraising event that raises 
money for AIDS service organizations. Local 
restaurants can donate anywhere between 20 
and 100 percent of their profits to The Aliveness 
Project in Minneapolis. And all you have to do 
to make an impact is go out for a meal on April 
27 — maybe you'll see Kare11’s Sven Sundgaard 
and Rena Sarigianopoulos out there as they get 
people excited to dine out and do good! 


Lush Food Bar 
100% 

Known for its drinks, food, and 
dancing, Lush Food Bar will be 
donating 100 percent of their prof- 
its to AIDS organizations through 
Dining Out for Life. Their famous 
homemade guacamole is reason 
enough to check it out, not to 
mention the convenient bar food, 
which includes all of the staples: 
quesadillas, nachos, and wings. 
A small vegan menu is also 
available, along with a full menu 
ranging from a variety of burgers 
to a giant chocolate chip cookie. 
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Located on Central Avenue in 
Minneapolis, Lush should defi- 
nitely be on every foodie's list. 
www.lushmpls.com 


The Finnish 
Bistro 

100% 

А café of many hats, The Finnish 
Bistro is another great stop on the 
Tour de Dining Out for Life. Their 
menu is seemingly never-ending 
with a long list of wines, desserts, 
a gluten-free menu, all-day break- 
fast, and a dinner menu. Famous 
for their bistro cakes, this St. Paul 


Al Vento 


café will make you feel like you’re 
traveling the world through your 
stomach. From their Finlandia 
cake to their Italian Chocolate 
Almond, you'll want to taste them 
all. Stop in for a meal or drop by 
to pick up a treat to take home. 
Either way, you'll want to come on 
an empty stomach. 
www.finnishbistro.com 


Stewarts 

50% 

Brunch, lunch, dinner, and cock- 
tails; Stewart’s does it all. Located 
in St. Paul, Stewart’s covers all 
the bases. Egg sandwiches, rice 
bowls, lobster macaroni and 
cheese, and, of course, adult ice 
cream sandwiches make the trip 
well worth it. If you’re interested 
in trying something different, 
Stewart’s will not disappoint. 
Their Pannekoeken dessert 
brings Dutch cuisine to the 
streets of Minnesota with a pecan 
streusel, blueberries, lemon zest, 
and créme fraiche ice cream. Is 
your mouth watering yet? 
www.stewartsminnesota.com 


Blackbird 


Photo courtesy of Al Vento 


Al Vento 

35% 

A universally loved cuisine, Italian 
food can be found nearly every- 
where. However, it seldom reflects 
the quality of real, authentic Italian 
food. Al Vento sets the stage 

for a whole new level of Italian 
scrumptiousness. Inspired by the 
foods of southern Italy, Al Vento 
offers classic Italian favorites that 
are both original and reasonably 
priced. With a variety of bruschet- 
ta, homemade mozzarella, and a 
list of pastas longer than the drive 
to their location on 34th Avenue in 
Minneapolis, rest assured you will 
not go home hungry. 
www.alventorestaurant.com 


BANK 
Restaurant 

35% 

Located in The Westin Min- 
neapolis, BANK Restaurant has 
a lengthy menu for every meal. 
With breakfast foods includ- 
ing fruit smoothies, homemade 
granola parfaits and blueberry 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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Murray & Peter Present 


WELL-STTIUNG 


CARTAS USOS E шы 


SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFETS 
COCTAILS & A CONCERT, FRIDAY, MAY 12 
MOTHERS DAY BRUNCH BUFFET, MAY 14 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON TEA, MAY 20 
Bee the public 


VERY SPECIAL GUEST 


THORGY 
THOR 


-PANTAGES THEATRE 


710 HENNEPIN AVE, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 
ON SALE NOW ticketmaster: 800-982-2787 


All Ages Welcome © Е Y @mppresent 


www.well-strung.com | www.thorgy.com 


Comfort Food 


Dine In ° Take Out: Tdi егу 


PIZZA & PASTA 
GOOD FOR ALL SEASONS 


HAPPY Ti \ MORNING 
+ HOURS T : XIR 


42 f. / / 
4:00-6:00PM dv | 
8:00-10:00Pm = @ фе | 


7 ж: 
TARGET 


In by 10, there by noon. ih TOTAL WINE 


V AND OTHER GREAT RETAILERS 


THE WOMAN'S CLUB 
of MINNEAPOLIS 


ЛО oak grove street, mpls. 
www.womanscluborg 


Photo: www.picsbydan.com 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 «А 
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EJ 2017 DINING OUT FOR LIFE 


The Lowry 


pancakes, you can start the day 
off right with food that is both 
healthy and delicious. For lunch 
or dinner, options like burgers, 
shrimp tacos, and vegetarian wel- 
lington will make your next date 
night as tasty as it is romantic. 
www.bankrestaurantmpls.com 


Blackbird 

35% 

Swedish pancakes, spicy peanut 
noodles, and burnt caramel 
pudding? Yes, please! The palate 
of Blackbird is a Minneapolis 
treasure with entrées that will 
make breakfast, brunch, lunch, 
and dinner the greatest parts 

of your day. Located right on 
Nicollet Avenue, Blackbird is as 
convenient as it is delicious. Not 
to mention, it can be reserved for 
special events and occasions. If 
you're an early riser, stop in for a 
breakfast of their famous Norske, 
tofu, or vegetable scrambles. 
www.blackbirdmpls.com 


Muffin Top Cafe 
35% 


Ever wanted to be a member of 
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Photo courtesy of Blue Plate Restaurant Company 


The Breakfast Club? Well, now 
you can. And it's a lot tastier than 
the '80s flick. Muffin Top Cafe of- 
fers rewards to members of their 
Breakfast Club, which is free 

to join. When caramel almond 
croissants, a variety of coffee 
beverages, and their famous 
muffin tops are included in the 
perks, there's no reason not to 
be a Breakfast Club member. 
Loring Park's Muffin Top Cafe 
has a long list of flavor shots to 
keep any coffee drink interesting 
including English Toffee, peach, 
and apple pie. 
www.muffintopcafe.com 


The Hilltop 

30% 

If you need a reason to leave 
the city, I think I’ve found one. 
Located in Edina, The Hilltop of- 
fers breakfast, lunch, dinner, and 
dessert. Start off with pancakes, 
build-your-own burgers, or 
cranberry orange chicken. Finish 
your delicious meal with their 
famous pecan pie or one of their 
many cocktails. The Hilltop’s 
happy hour includes discounts 


on beer, wine, cocktails, and even 
quesadillas. 
www.hilltopedina.com 


Photo by Benjamin Swenson-Klatt 


Butter 
Bakery Cafe 


Butter Bakery 
afe 
2596 


'This next stop on Nicollet Avenue 
(aka Eat Street) is known for 
delivering meals of all of your 
favorite foods without any of 

the bells and whistles of fancier 
restaurants. Famous for their 
biscuits, you'll definitely want to 
try Butter Bakery Cafe's biscuit 
sandwich. Piled high with eggs, 
veggies, and bacon, ham, or 
sausage, the biscuit sandwich 

is served on a warm buttermilk 
biscuit. If you're looking for some- 
thing on the sweeter side, the 
eclair and blueberry scones will 
leave you craving more. 
www.butterbakerycafe.com 


The Lowry 

2596 

Dine out on the town — Uptown. 
The Lowry, located in Uptown, is 
famous for their burgers, oysters 
and eggs. All of which can argu- 
ably be paired with their whiskey. 
Irecommend the chicken 
sandwich, which is layered with 
Wisconsin cheddar, basil mayo, 
and lettuce on a fresh ciabatta 
bun. Their famous baked pear 
crisp and banana cream pie will 
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Thursday, April 27. 


Dine out at one of over 160 participating restaurants on this date and 
a portion of your bill will be donated to The Aliveness Project - 


a community center that links people living with HIV to resources for 
leading healthy, self-directed lives. 
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For more information visit 


diningoutforlife.com 


Mondo Guerra - 2017 National Dining Out For Life Spokesperson 
and Project Runway veteran - is joining us for Dining Out For Life Minnesota. 
Meet us at The Saloon (830 Hennepin Ave) from 8:30 - 10:00 p.m. for Last Call, an 
opportunity to meet Mondo and enjoy a showcase of Minneapolis talent. 


Free for DOFL Ambassadors and a suggested donation of $10 for the general public. 


Follow us on social media and at es for more information and updates on how you can meet Mondo on April 27. 
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end your meal on a note just as 
delicious as it started. 
www.thelowryuptown.com 


Pub 500 

25% 

Pub 500 is a hotspot in Mankato 
for all food lovers. Appetizers 
include poutine, edamame, and 
pub pickles, which are per- 

fect to enjoy with a cold beer. 
Sandwiches like the black bean 
burger, salmon BLT, and beer- 
battered walleye sandwich are 
all reasons why Pub 500 is on 
the map. Enjoy the sinful dessert 
platter of Budino, bread pudding, 
and chocolate mousse, which is 
perfect for sharing (or not). 
www.pub500.com 


5-8 Club 

20% 

If you’re a fan of the Travel Chan- 

nel, you’re a fan of 5-8 Club. Home 
of the award-winning “Juicy Lucy,” 
а cheese-filled burger featured оп 
Man vs. Food, Food Wars, and 101 
Tastiest Places to Chow Down, 5-8 
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Club is the perfect mix of classic 
bar small plates and comfort food. 
With three locations in Maple- 
wood, Minneapolis, and West St. 
Paul, 5-8 Club is one of the most 
beloved treasures of Minnesota. I 
definitely recommend trying the 
Juicy Lucy to find out what all of 
the hype is about; it surely won’t 
disappoint. 

www.5-8club.com 


Hell's Kitchen 

2096 

“Damn good food" isn't their 
slogan for nothing. Hell's Kitchen, 
located in Minneapolis, serves 
sandwiches, burgers, and even 
breakfast all day — yes, really, 
ALL day! The ham and pear crisp 
sandwich is Hell's Kitchen's 
specialty. Featured in “50 Best 
Sandwiches in America,” the 
ham and pear crisp sandwich has 
slow-roasted smoked pit ham, 


melted Swiss and Fontina cheeses, 


and poached pears. If you're a 


chocolate-lover, the bleeding heart 
brownie is loaded with raspberries 


and gooey chocolate. It might be 
called Hell's Kitchen, but that's 
definitely a match made in heaven. 
www.hellskitcheninc.com 


Red Rabbit 

20% 

If you’re anything like me, you’re 
always in the mood for pizza. Red 
Rabbit, located on Washington 
Avenue in Minneapolis, has 

an endless array of pizzas with 
unusual yet delicious ingredients. 
From pancetta and salami to Yu- 
kon gold shreds, and lemon, Red 
Rabbit redefines pizza. Oysters, 
pasta, and shareable plates are 
also on the menu, so whatever 
mood you're in, there's bound to 
be something for you. 
www.redrabbitmn.com 


Rustica Bakery & 
zafe 
20% 
Ice cream, cookies, and freshly 
baked bread, Rustica Bakery & 
Cafe has it all. Recognized by Bon 
Appetit, Food & Wine, The Today 
Show, the James Beard Founda- 
tion, and Time magazine, Rustica 
Bakery & Cafe will more than 
satisfy your sweet tooth. Located 
in Minneapolis, Eden Prairie, and 
the Mall of America, you have a 
reason to make multiple stops for 
a pastry, scone, or cookie that will 
hit the spot. 
www.rusticabakery.com 


Sparks 

20% 

Whether уоите looking for a 
classic burger or something new 


Red Rabbit 


and not-so-simple to pronounce, 
Sparks is a restaurant in Min- 
neapolis that you'll want to check 
out. From choripán to cauliflower 
2а’айаг, Sparks has a menu brim- 
ming with unique finds and deli- 
cious tastes. The olive oil cheese- 
cake is a dessert you'll definitely 
want to save room for. With red 
wine jelly, roasted grapes, and 
vanilla, the flavors will explode in 
your mouth and leave you making 
plans to return soon. 
www.sparksminneapolis.com 


Republic 

20% 

Voted among the top 100 beer 
bars in Draft Magazine in 2013- 
2016, Minneapolis’ Republic is a 
great spot to enjoy a meal or kick 
back with a cold one. Their duck 
and brown butter bison burgers 
are some of their most popular 
menu items, not to mention the 
chocolate ganache torte and key 
lime pie for my fellow sweets 
lovers. Famous for their beers 
апа ciders, you won't want to pass 
up the drink menu. Flavors like 
raspberry, honey, and cherry will 
transform the way you see beer 
bars. 

www.republicmn.com № 


Find the full list of restaurants par- 
ticipating in Dining Out for Life, the 
percentages they're donating, and 
which meals will apply (breakfast, 
lunch, dinner] at www.diningoutfor- 
life.com/minneapolis/restaurants. 
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96 BROADWAY ST. NE SAWATDEE Mii APOLIS = SAWATDEE MAPLE GROVE 
MINNE APOLIS, MN 55413 607 Washington Ave. $ 7885 Main Street 


612.338.6451 763.494.5708 


(61 2) 379-3028 SAWATDEE Sr. PAUL SAWATDEE EDEN PRAIRIE 
WWW. ELEM ENTPIZZA COM о A N 13: ур 
° . 51.528. 52.641. 
Bring this ad in and receive 1096 off your order. WWW.SAWATDEE.COM 


120 14TH ST.W 
MINNEAPOLIS, ММ 55403 
(763) 310-3449 
FREE WIFI 
— n9 


— 


7:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


22 чин, 
ОРЕМ EVERYDAY 1: a 
ДВА? 
WWW.EGGYSDINER.COM 1 


mercurympls.com | 505 $ Marquette Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55402 | (612) 728-1111 
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2017 
NEW 


RESTAURANTS 


2017 


New 


Restaurant 
Guide 


BY ANDY LIEN 


In the past year, we’ve had a whole lot of turnover 


in the Twin Cities dining scene. Here is a fairly 
comprehensive list of the restaurants that have 
opened (or reopened as a new venture) as well as 
a few we can look forward to opening soon. 


510 Lounge 
& Private Dining 
Opening in the summer, the for- 
mer La Belle Vie space will be re- 
opened by Chef Don Saunders of 
The Kenwood. The Kenwood has 
smart design with great service 
and delicious food; I’m looking 
forward to seeing what transpires 
in this famous space. 
510 Groveland Ave., Minneapolis 
www.510mpls.com 
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Augustine's Bar 

& Bakery 

A quiet opening last fall in an 
unassuming area of St. Paul, this 
bakery and restaurant on Selby 
by the same folks at The Happy 
Gnome is a welcome addition. 
The palm-festooned walls are 
welcoming, the drinks have been 
strong, and the Merguez sausage 
mac & cheese is so loaded as to 


be considered a casserole. Delish. 


1668 Selby Ave., St. Paul 
www.augustinesmn.com 


Bad Waitress 
Northeast 


Just like its original iteration on 
Nicollet, this new addition to 

the hopping ‘hood in Nordeast 
Minneapolis has nonexistent 

day service, which means you 

get to fill out your own ticket 

and be your own server. It’s fun, 
it’s cheeky, and this new space 

is downright gorgeous. Night 
turns to full-service and the menu 
expands from breakfast to include 
bar “snackies.” 

700 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
www.thebadwaitress.com 


Baja Haus 

Just opened a few weeks ago, 
Billy Tserenbat, the guy who 
brought Sushi Fix to Wayzata, 
is shaking up the lakeside town 
with some south-of-the-border 
food and drinks. For fun foods 
and tequila to tip, add this to your 
summer destination list. 

830 Lake St. E, Wayzata 
www.bajahaus.com 


Bar Brigade 

J.D. Fratzke of The Strip Club 
Meat & Fish fame teamed up 
with Matty O’Reilly of Republic 
fame last year to open Red River 
Kitchen, and now brought us Bar 
Brigade which opened in the Luci 
Ristorante space at Cleveland and 
Randolph in St. Paul in March. A 
40-seat space that’s been spruced 
up for French fare, the food is 
accompanied by a bar program 
put together by Tattersall’s Dan 
Oskey. 

2060 Randolph Ave., St. Paul 
www.barbrigade.com 


Bellecour 

Another lovely new restaurant to 
open in Wayzata is Chef Gavin 
Kaysen’s Bellecour. Fight for 
your reservations in these early 
months or go to the bakery like 

I did for a slice of some of pastry 
chef Diane Yang’s crepe cake that 
always brings me joy. Or do both. 
And grab some baked goods to 
go. That’s my plan for both imme- 
diate and delayed gratification. 
739 Lake St. E, Wayzata 
www.bellecourrestaurant.com 


Bonicelli Kitchen 

Chef Laura Bonicelli has turned 

a fresh meal delivery business 
into a brick-and-mortar restaurant 
with wine and beer. For the past 
nine years, people have been eat- 
ing up her fine Italian meals. Now 
there’s a restaurant in which she 
makes every meal an experience 
to remember. 

1839 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
www.bonicellikitchen.com 


Bottle Rocket 

Opened on Valentine’s Day, Bottle 
Rocket in St. Paul brings us back 
to a time when we “played more, 
relaxed often, and worried less.” 
With a whole new branding and 
look, a menu of classics, and a 
kicked-up cocktail list, this space 
at St. Clair and Fairview that 
formerly housed Scusi is a new 
addition to the Blue Plate Restau- 
rant Company family. 

1806 St. Clair Ave. S, St. Paul 
www.bottlerocketmn.com 
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Your local record store since 1968 
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Join us for Lavender's Night at the Theater 
Thursday, May 11th · 7:00 PM 


Children’s Theatre Company 
2400 3rd Ave. S., Minneapolis 
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Over 6, 000 cups 
of coffi ee donated 
to charity events 


Over 100 


Community Events 
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COME TO A COMMUNITY CAFE 
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LBT OWNED/OPERATED, FOSTERING GLBT ART 
3800 37TH AVE S, MINNEAPOLIS • (612) 724-9895 • WWW. |FIREROAST CAFE.COM 
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Supported and 


displayed 


MPLS. MINN. 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH * 612.276.6523 
LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT + MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 


HAPPY HOUR DRINK SPECIALS 
FOOD: Monday-Saturday, 2:30pm-5pm and 
10pm-Midnight. Sunday, 2:30-5pm and 9-11pm. 
DRINK: Monday-Friday 2:30pm-6pm and 
Sunday 9pm-1am. $2 OFF all Tap Beers, 

Rail Drinks, and House Wines. 


HAPPY HOUR FOOD SPECIALS 
Monday- Saturday 10pm-12am 


SEWARD CO-OP 


CREAMERY CAFE 


4 ех We 
„ЖОЛУ 

Кшт 

МЫ WINE 


2601 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS 
menu & hours at www.coopcreamery.coop 


ioca MENU 
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Brake Bread Bakery 
You may have seen or read about 
these guys in various media 
outlets as the bakery that delivers 
their subscription-based bread 
orders to its customers via bikes. 
So successful was this venture, 
Nate Houge and Micah Taylor 

of Brake Bread opened their 

own "brakery" in their beloved 
West End neighborhood of St. 
Paul where they also offer toast 
with plenty of toppings, cookies, 
coffee, and pastries. I recommend 
the cardamom twist. And I do 

not recommend taking the toast 
with Nutella to go because it's too 
delicious a mess to handle as the 
Nutella melts while driving home. 


1174 7th St. W, St. Paul 
www.brakebread.com 


Bull's Horn Food & 


Drink 

Bull’s Horn Food & Drink is 
causing a fair bit of buzz. Chef 
Doug Flicker of Piccolo and 
Esker Grove, with his wife, Amy 
Greeley who also paired up with 
him on Sandcastle at Lake Noko- 
mis, have purchased the Sunrise 
Inn in South Minneapolis to give 
us something new to celebrate 
as Piccolo has closed. We'll stay 
tuned for more details on this 


sure-to-be gem. 
4563 S 34th Ave., Minneapolis 
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Restaurant and 


Cafe Alma 

Restaurant Alma by Chef Alex 
Roberts closed for a stint to 
renovate and reopen as an 

Alma that includes a restaurant, 
café, and an intimate hotel. The 
design is swoon-worthy, the food 
is now available beyond what 
their former hours and bakery 
pop-ups had been, and we are 
thrilled to see such an evolution 
in this vibrant urban Minneapolis 
location. 

528 University Ave. SE, Minneapolis 
www.almampls.com 


Dirty Bird 

Nestled (get it? nest?) between 
his Upton 43 restaurant and Rose 
Street Patisserie in Linden Hills, 
Chef Erick Harcey has a grab- 
and-go chicken restaurant called 
The Dirty Bird. Take it from me, 
it’s a snap to order some chicken 
and sides (don't forget the car- 
rots...they’re stupid-good), grab 
a dessert from Rose Street to go, 
and then sit at the bar at Upton 
43 for a drink while the food’s be- 
ing prepared before taking your 
bundle of yum off to Lake Harriet 
for a picnic. 

4312 Upton Ave. S, Minneapolis 
www.dirtybirdmn.com 


Dubliner Café 


A place where I’ve spent many 

a night listening to Irish music, 
we can now grab some breakfast 
grub in the adjacent café space 
(which has been refurbished to 
the point of gleaming wood and 
vintage fixtures to beat all) or 
later-day eats in the bar, itself. 
Гуе had some great later-evening 
meals of sandwiches and burgers 
in the glow of the dart boards and 
neon ACE BAR sign at this old 
neighborhood steady on St. Paul’s 
University Avenue. 

2162 University Ave., St. Paul 
www.thedublinerpub.com 


Erik the Red 


Erik Forsberg opened up a 
Downtown Minneapolis eatery 
with Carolina barbecue and 
Nordic foods...which might be a 
marriage with a name change of 
Minnesota Barbecue. In the for- 
mer Hubert’s space on Chicago 
Avenue, there are smorgasbords 
and smoked meats including 
slab bacon, turkey legs, short 
ribs, brisket, salmon, and lamb. 
I've got my eye on some mac 

& cheese and a lefse wrap. 

601 Chicago Ave., Minneapolis 
www.eriktheredbar.com 


Esker Grove 

Esker Grove is the Walker Art 
Center’s new restaurant, led by 
chef Doug Flicker and inspired by 
seasonal ingredients. The space 

is stunning, the food is gorgeous, 
and it’s a 2017 James Beard Foun- 


dation Semifinalist for Best New 
Restaurant. 

723 Vineland Place, Minneapolis 
www.eskergrove.com 


Fitzgerald's 

I wrote my ode to this redux 

of The Salt Cellar concept on 
Cathedral Hill last year; it’s a 
place for all-day lounging, eating, 
and drinking. Chef Graham Mes- 
senger has pizzas, sandwiches, 
and entrées as well as a breakfast 
sandwich that'll make me settle 
in for a long while. Grab a drink, 
watch a game, and be as leisurely 
аз Е Scott Fitzgerald was when 
he was known simply as “Scott.” 
173 Western Ave. N, St. Paul 
www.fitzgeraldsstpaul.com 


Glam Doll Donuts 

— NE Minneapolis 

Glam Doll Donuts first opened on 
Nicollet Avenue in Minneapolis in 
2013, serving up donuts to dough- 
lovers morning, noon, and night. 
Now, at this new location on 
Central in Nordeast Minneapolis, 
we can not only get the diverse 
and delectable doughy treats 
we've come to know and love, but 
there are also a few savories avail- 
able such as the “Belly Bomb,” 
which is a mac & cheese donut. 
Take it from me, this is worth the 
buzz. It's got cheesy flavor and 
macaroni texture with a crunchy 
crust that'll bring you back again 
and again. 

519 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
www.glamdolldonuts.com 
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AGGRESSIVE APRIL 
WINE SALE WITH 
A MAY SWIRL 


The date is the discount on 
non-sale wine in April. For 
example, April 29th would 
be 29% off non-sale wine. 
And as a bonus May 1 & 2 
it's 31% off non-sale wine!* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 
No rain/snow checks. 


pizza * pasta * oysters 


A WORLD OF LAKESIDE & LOWRY HILL 


Saint Paul CathedralHill | Minneapolis 50th & France | Minneapol В Loop 
= dá | (5 О L Е О P E N 


MONDAY, MAY 15 
@ Burl Oaks Golf Club 


100% of Profits to charity 
Call 612-871-2500 or stop by 
for more details on golfing, 
volunteering & sponsorship, 


REDCOWMN.COM 


WE DELIVER! 
CALL 612-871-2500 FOR DETAILS 


С HAPPY 
HOURS 


7 DAYS A WEEK, 
TWICE A DAY! 


HIE 
WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY 
242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 
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Herbie's on the Park 
If you have seen the sculpture 
of Herb Brooks by the Ordway, 
overseeing all the action in Rice 
Park in St. Paul, you'll be able 

to find the new restaurant in the 
Minnesota Club, Herbie's on the 
Park. It's a social house with tav- 
ern fare and handcrafted cocktails 
perfect for the game or theater 
crowd. 

317 Washington St., St. Paul 
www.herbiesonthepark.com 


Hi-Lo Diner 


Hi-Lo Diner, a retro diner on 
Lake Street in Minneapolis, is 
the place to find whimsical food 
envisioned anew as well as pulled 
from days of yore by Chef Heidi 
Marsh, with cocktails to beat the 
old grasshoppers of yesteryear. 
I'm a sucker for the Hi-Tops of 
donut discs with various toppings, 
not to mention they've got a killer 
burger. 

4020 E Lake St., Minneapolis 
www.hi-lo-diner.com 


Jefe: Urban 
Hacienda 


I have fond memories of walking 

along the riverfront in Minneapo- 
lis, getting hangrier and hangrier 
by the moment late last summer. 

Walking into Jefe for some Mexi- 
can street food and double-fisting 
some pineapple sodas as we 
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waited for a table was the perfect 
salve for my hungry soul. 

219 Main St. SE, Minneapolis 
www.jefeminneapolis.com 


JUN 

JUN is exactly what the North 
Loop in Minneapolis needed: a 
Chinese restaurant where I'd 
rather eat-in than take-out. It's a 
rare combination to find these 
days, but Jack Wang and Jessie 
Wong have created a gorgeous 
restaurant with respectable bar 
program to match their top-notch 
food. The pork-filled bao bao 
steamed buns and the scratch- 
made noodles that grace many 
of the entrées are superb, my 
favorites being the beef chow fun 
and spicy Sichuan dumplings. 
730 N Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 
www,junnorthloop.com 


Kata Organic Cafe & 
Fitness Boutique 

Im not someone who gravitates 
to a place that advertises a fitness 
boutique with food attached, but 
let me assure you that this lovely 
casual restaurant in Linden Hills 
puts no pressure on to work off 
what we take in. The menu is 
more than spa food, the cook- 

ies are cheap, and I love having 

a walk-up option in one of the 
hotter food neighborhoods that 
is high-quality without too fancy a 


package. While there's plenty to 
be enjoyed in the colder months 
at Kata, sidewalk dining has been 
divine, so I can't wait to get out 
there again this season. 

4279 Sheridan Ave. S, Minneapolis 
www.katacafefitness.com 


McKinney Roe 

There’s a whole lot going on 

in the newly named East Town 
neighborhood of Downtown 
Minneapolis; not just the big 
Vikings stadium, but also great 
new eateries like McKinney Roe 
at ground level of the Wells Fargo 
tower. There’s a two-story dining 
room and expansive patio with 
food for a business meal, a special 
occasion, or as casual as a happy 
hour. 

530 4th St., Minneapolis 
www.mckinneyroe.com 


Mercado by Earl 
Giles 


Uptown’s got a new taco spot 
with both coffee and cocktails 

to boot at 29th and Lyndale. 
Mercado by Earl Giles has taken 
over the space formerly occupied 
by Marche and is accessible by 
foot, bus, car, and bike...thanks 
to its location overlooking the 
Greenway. 

2904 Lyndale Ave. S, Minneapolis 
www.facebook.com/Mercadob- 
yEarlGiles 


Mercury Dining Room 


and RaiL 


Mercury Dining Room and Rail 
is a gorgeous new offering by the 
Blue Plate Restaurant Company in 
the space previously occupied by 
Brasserie Zentral in the Soo Line 
Building in Downtown Minneapo- 
lis. Alonger bar, a lovely space, 

a delicious pimento cheese toast 
appetizer...and an event space 
(with a killer roof) called Shindig 
are just a few of the features that 
make this hotspot a must-stop. 
505 Marquette Ave. S, 
Minneapolis 
www.mercurympls.com 
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THE ULTIMATE BIGTEAGUE 
EXPERIENCE IS BACK! 


Veterinary 


. Medical Center 


< 
Specialty, Emergency, & Urgent Care “еы, 
——— —MÀ 


2; COSMOPOLITAN ROOM 


NI NICOLLET: Join us WEEKDAYS for 
— aL 


MINNESOTA TWINS vs. BALTIMORE ORIOLES 
FROM THE BUDWEISER ROOF DECK 


EXCLUSIVE TO LAVENDER'S OUT IN THE STANDS, 
the Budweiser Roof Deck is the ultimate 
Minnesota Twins outdoor experience! It 

accommodates up to 300 people, and offers 

cash bar, concessions and a large fire pit. 


TICKETS: $49 per person 


(includes game ticket and postgame party) 


Ticket sales benefit Perfect Storm Softball 
Team, Minneapolis Movie Bears & 
Stonewall Kickball 


PURCHASE TICKETS AT 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/ 


OUTINTHESTANDS 1428 Nicollet Avenue • Minneapolis « 612-399-MALT (6258) 


WWW. THENICOLLETDINER.COM 
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Mercy 

I just attended the opening of 
this new restaurant and I can say 
that it breathed life anew into the 
former Marin space on Hennepin 
Avenue. Mercy is a revamp in 
look, feel, taste, and experience, 
headed up by Chef Mike Rakun. 
It's another design by Shea that 
accomplishes more warmth and 
comfort in the upper level of the 
space as has been so loved in the 
Library Bar in the lower level... 
and the food and drink are just as 
comfy. 

901 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
www.mercympls.com 


Pajarito 

Chefs Tyge Nelson (La Belle 
Vie, the Inn, Chino Latino) and 
Stephan Hesse (Masu, Libertine) 
have flipped the old Glockenspiel 
on West 7th in St. Paul into a 
destination for upscale Mexican 
food. The space is open and 

airy, the “elote style” Brussels 
sprouts make me smile, the tacos 
and meats are savory with just 
enough spice, and the queso 
fundido is the most simple-but- 
ridiculously-delicious reason ГИ 
be heading there with frequency. 
605 7th St., St. Paul 
www.pajaritostp.com 


PinKU 

A fine-casual Japanese restaurant, 
PinKU is giving street food some 
flair. A smaller menu is offered 
from an open kitchen where what 
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you see is what you get...and you 
get some good stuff. Fresh, time- 
tested, delicious. 

20 University Ave., Minneapolis 
www.pinkujapanese.com 


Popol Vuh & Central 
Popol Vuh and Central are the 
two parts of a duo-restaurant 
concept being headed up by Lyn 
65’s team. Chef Jose Alarcon 
Popol Vuh will be cooking Mayan 
cuisine and Central will be a 
counter-service taqueria. 

712 15th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
www.popolvuhmpls.com 


Punch Bowl Social 

I don’t know if it’s the confit 
ribs or the pimento sandwiches 
that got me, but I’m in for this 
place, hook, line, and sinker. 
Even the hummus hits me just 
right. The West End place in St. 
Louis Park is abuzz with people 
playing games, bowling, eating, 
and getting their drink on, while 
also playing host to families and 
a superb non-alcoholic menu. 
Cardamom simple syrup is my 
kryptonite thanks to Punch Bowl 
Social. 

1691 Park Place Blvd. 

St. Louis Park 
www.punchbowlsocial.com/ 
location/ minneapolis 


Randle's Restaurant 
& Bar 

Randle's Restaurant & Bar has 
taken over the former Ling & 
Louie's location on Nicollet Mall 


in Downtown Minneapolis, named 
after the legendary Minnesota 
Viking's defensive tackle, John 
Randle. Four floors of upscale 
sports bar and restaurant, you'll 
find what you want at Randle's. 
921 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 
www,johnrandles.com 


Red Rabbit 


One of the hottest spots to open 
on Washington Avenue lately, 
Red Rabbit is a hit with pizza, 
pasta, and oysters. Brought to us 
by Luke Shimp of the Red Cow 
restaurants, it’s more of what he 
does so well: comfortable sophis- 
tication. 

201 N Washington Ave., 
Minneapolis 
www.redrabbitmn.com 


Red River Kitchen 

As a hybrid of food trucks, a 
brick-and-mortar seasonally open 
location at City House in St. Paul, 
and a great view on the Missis- 
sippi, Red River Kitchen at City 
House opened last summer to 
great applause. With J.D. Fratzke 
and Matty O’Reilly, there’s a win- 
ning team at the helm. Be sure 

to get over there as the weather 
turns warm for this season’s of- 
ferings, or catch a truck out and 
about. 

258 МЩ St., St. Paul 
www.redriverkitchen.com 


Revival St. Paul 


Oh, Revival. You crossed the river 
and we all rejoiced. Not only does 


Photo by Jason Merritt 


having a Revival in St. Paul (may- 
be) release the pressure valve for 
getting into the Minneapolis loca- 
tion, but there’s a more extensive 
menu (and takeout) in St. Paul as 
well as a bar with the full liquor 
offerings. I mean, I know I'm a St. 
Paul gal so I'm biased, but I think 
we won this round. In addition 

to the usual award-winning fried 
chicken, burgers, and sides, there 
are butter barbecue ribs here. 
Butterscotch pie. Pork belly like 
butter. Blessed be Chef Thomas 
Boemer and co-owner Nick 
Rancone. 


525 Selby Ave., St. Paul 
www.revivalfriedchicken.com 


Rose Street 
Patisserie 


John Kraus not only gave us Patis- 
serie 46 in South Minneapolis, 
but he also opened up this Linden 
Hills stunner to rave reviews. 
While I go in there and ogle the 
architectural desserts and usually 
take some of them home (as well 
as macarons and the melt-in- 
your-mouth brownies), I’m also a 
fan of grabbing a quick lunch of 

a grilled cheese and side salad. 
Whereas Patisserie 46 is more 
hustle-and-bustle in close quar- 
ters, this location is full of space 
and air and light. My favorites. 
2811 W 43rd St., Minneapolis 
www.patisserie46.com/menu_ 
item/rose-street 
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Shake Shack Mall 
of America 


In a gorgeous new food court 

at the Mall of America, this 
northern version of Shake Shack 
gives us burgers, fries, and all the 
fixings that have been loved for a 
long time in other locales around 
the country (and the world). I fell 
in love with a miso caramel malt 
from the get-go. 

332 North Garden at the Mall of 
America, Bloomington 
www.shakeshack.com/loca- 
tion/mall-of-america 


Spitz 

Spitz brings Mediterranean street 
food to East Hennepin in Minne- 
apolis. Similar to gyro, al pastor, and 
shawarma meat, dóner kebab is а 
type of meat that is cooked on a ver- 
tical rotisserie and it reigns supreme 
at Spitz. Have it done a variety of 
ways, check out some kick-ass art 
on the walls, listen to some tunes, 
and grab some craft beer. 


Stewart's 

Stewart’s is a revamp of 128 Cafe 
near St. Thomas in St. Paul, with 
new menu items and a more 
prominent bar. Still serving up 
classic food for brunch, lunch, 
and dinner, the cocktails are also 
getting their due attention. I’m a 
fan of the steak tips, myself, but 
can find just about anything on 
the menu to please my palate. 
128 Cleveland Ave., St. Paul 
www.stewartsminnesota.com 


Tenant 

Tenant is a restaurant by chefs 
Cameron Cecchini and Grisha 
Hammes that’s planned to open 
in the old Piccolo space in South 
Minneapolis with very few seats 
and an ever-changing menu. 
4300 Bryant Ave. S, Minneapolis 
www.tenantmpls.com 
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The Lexington 

Revived by Josh Thoma, Jack 
Riebel, and Kevin Fitzgerald, The 
Lexington’s lights are back on, 
the kitchen is providing food for 
the well-dressed masses, and the 
staid and steady bar is serving up 
drinks for tippling. It’s a dinner 
club for Grand Avenue in St. Paul, 
with a throwback menu of names 
that include Diane, Gorbachev, 
and Stroganoff with plenty of 
steaks and even some liver and 
onions if you so choose. 

1096 Grand Ave., St. Paul 
www.thelexmn.com 


Town Talk Diner 
& Gastropub 


'Town Talk Diner has taken on a 
new flavor under new ownership, 
focusing on a gastropub/modern 
American eatery menu. Located 
on Lake Street in Minneapolis, 
the lights of the iconic sign 
beckon diners to come inside for 
dinner or Sunday brunch made 
with locally sourced ingredients 
for a farm-to-table experience. 
2707 E Lake St., Minneapolis 
www.towntalkmpls.com 


Tullibee 


Tullibee is a design-centric 
restaurant in the Hewing Hotel on 
Washington Avenue in Minneapo- 
lis. Still finding its footing in the 
food world here, the kitchen will 
be handed over from Grae Nonas 
to Bradley Day and will still 
feature Nordic food and sensibili- 
ties. As for me, I love to drink in 
the ambience. As I sip a pint glass 
of coffee wrapped in a Faribault 
Woolen Mill Co. coffee sleeve. 
300 Washington Ave. N 
Minneapolis 
www.hewinghotel.com 


Up-Down 

Okay, this is less about food as 

it is about a whole lot of drinks 
and over 60 beers on tap with a 
fantastic number of 50 arcade 
games from my childhood. Take 
my word for it that it’s a great first 
date locale. Sure, there’s pizza 
with unique toppings, but there’s 
also skee ball. Hold my drink. 
3012 Lyndale Ave. S, Minneapolis 
www.updownmpls.com 


Xavi Restaurant 
Located at 56th and Chicago 

in South Minneapolis, Xavi is a 
triumphant addition to the quiet 
neighborhood. When I can roll 
home happy and fed after just 
enjoying the pork belly appetizer, 
don’t even get me started about 
how pleased I was by the red 
curry braised short rib...and the 
almond cake that I got to go. Chef 
Michael Agan and front-of-house 
expert James Elm have a beauty 
of a spot at Xavi. 

5607 Chicago Ave. S, 
Minneapolis 
www.xavirestaurant.com 


Young Joni 

Believe all the good things you’ve 
heard and read about Young Joni. 
Ann Kim and Conrad Leifur of 
Pizzeria Lola and Hello Pizza, 
with their skilled staff, have done 
everything right at this new 
beautiful restaurant. There’s a 
speakeasy bar around back that is 
separate from the restaurant and 
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a bit difficult to find, but it’s worth 
the hunt with a bar menu that 
differs from that in the restaurant. 
And then, if you can figure out 
how to get in the glass doors of 
the restaurant (I seem plagued 
by the doors of this place), find 
yourself the dry and canny server 
who made us laugh so hard and 
take all of her advice as to what 

to order. I know that the La 
Parisienne pizza with prosciutto, 
Gruyere, ricotta, brown butter, 
caramelized onion, and arugula 
will be the friend I go back to visit 
time and again...followed up with 
a platter of the Church Basement 
Cookie and Bar Plate with the 
best Special K bars ever. 

165 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
www.youngjoni.com ш 


Ji 


Photo by Matt Lien Photography 


A v 


Г ап J 


Е » > 
mA S FREE to listen and reply to ads! 4 
7 19 эма > Р рУ BN d 


1-888-MegaMates" | 
Minneapolis: VC есы AU 
(612) 294-9479 summe: 

a P Da m 


JUKEBOX - VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES - PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • АТМ MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 АМ • SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 


A НИ оь i 


Singles Pool ^ 
TOURNAMENT +. 


Sunday, April 16 - 4 PM 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Мар” F ж ч ‘ қ | 
i When you can't find it, FOC it! m = PRIX a 
NEVER A COVER CHARGE ore 
LAVENDER PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINGE 1952 
19 W. 15TH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS • (612) 871-5553 • FACEBOOK.COM/THETOBAR 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 45 


OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Its A New Day 


With all the media attention being given to 
presidential speeches lately, I thought I’d give 
some attention to a recent speech by another 
president: Randy Ingram-Lile, president of the 
Atons of Minneapolis. 

Ingram-Lile delivered his president’s ad- 
dress at the annual Atons officers’ installation 
banquet on Feb. 5. Normally, a president’s ad- 
dress is not a feature of this annual banquet. 
However, these are not normal times. 

I thought Га begin by quoting some ех- 
cerpts from Ingram-Lile’s speech: 

Ladies and gentlemen — or whatever pro- 
noun you prefer — it’s a new day. 

Let’s face it: 2016 sucked! Can I get an 
amen? Many of us have had individual troubles 
(heartbreak, disappointment) but it’s a new day. 

We need to stop fighting among ourselves. 
The enemy isn’t sitting in this room. They don’t 
care if you call yourself gay, or lesbian, or bi, or 
transgender, or any of the other terms that we 
argue about in our community. To them, we’re 
all the same. And if you don't think that they're 
an enemy, then you need to wake up and realize, 
it's a new day. 

We have to remember what we have fought 
for, and realize that it can be taken from us. And 
we can't allow that. 

I want 2017 to be a great year for all of us. 
It's going to be a struggle. We have so many chal- 
lenges facing us from the outside. We all need to 
find our strength within our community and our 
families. It's a new day. 

Yes, as Ingram-Lile said, it’s а new day. 
Many people are facing challenges they never 


thought they'd see. Suddenly things that were 
formerly beyond the pale seem to be seen as 
increasingly acceptable among certain groups. 
It's a backlash, and it's ugly. 

This doesn't just apply to folks like us: 
sexual minorities, whether GLBT or leather/ 
BDSM/fetish. This also applies to religious 
minorities, immigrants, people of color, the 
poor, and even the middle class. We all have 
reasons to pay attention to what's happening 
now, and to take the steps necessary to keep 
our families, our friends, and our communi- 
ties strong. 

How do we keep our sanity in times like 
these, when truth itself seems to be under 
assault? 

One way to stay sane is to remain true to 
our values. So-called “values voters" are not the 
only voters who have values. Our communities 
have values too. Values like respect for self; re- 
spect for others; personal integrity; communi- 
cation; negotiation; and the ever-popular "safe, 
sane, and consensual." 

In times like these, we need these values. 
We need to remember them when the going 
gets tough. Then, we take them seriously. We 
live by them. We uphold them. We cherish 
them. We defend them. 

Another way to maintain our sanity is to 
stand in unity and support with other people 
who are being oppressed or threatened. We as 
a community have been there. We know how 
bad it feels to be oppressed or threatened. It 
wasn't and isn't okay for us to be oppressed. 
And it isn't okay for other oppressed groups 


either. We all need to have each other's backs 
and each other's support. In times like these, 
standing together like this also provides a valu- 
able reality check. 

We need to remember that individually, 
we can't do everything. But we also need to 
remember that each of us can do something. 
We need to remember that we are not alone. 
We have a community to fall back on. And we 
have our personal values, and our community's 
values, to fall back on. 

We maintain our sanity by understand- 
ing and appreciating the difference between 
facts and fictions/fallacies/fantasies. Yes, the 
leather/BDSM/fetish community appreciates 
the pleasures of fantasies. But we need to keep 
fantasy in its appropriate place. Fantasy can be 
appropriate in a bedroom, in a dungeon or play- 
Space, or on a stage. 

But fantasy becomes dangerous when it 
becomes the basis for public policy that will 
negatively affect the lives of millions of peo- 
ple. When that happens, we need to call out 
the danger and do what we can to stop it, the 
same way we would intervene to stop an unsafe 
scene in a dungeon. 

We have overcome in the past. We can over- 
come in the future if we do what is necessary. 
But first we have to know what is necessary. 
And then we have to do it. 

"Eternal vigilance is the price of freedom." 
'That sentence no longer seems like the plati- 
tude I once thought it was. Now that sentence 
seems like the new reality. At least for a while. 

It's a new day. B 
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2017 Volvo S90 T6 Momentum AWD 
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Hidden Figures 
Margot Lee Shetterly 
William Morrow 
$15.99 


Before electronic computers, human computers (usually 
mathematically gifted women with slide-rules, pencils, 
and paper) crunched the numbers and ran the equations 
that made America’s airpower — then space power — 
possible. During World War II, jobs opened up for women 
at Langley Memorial Aeronautic Laboratory in Hampton 
Beach, Virginia, where despite the state’s Jim Crow 

laws that kept the women segregated, they worked with 
passion and dedication. Shetterly splendidly highlights 

a number of these talented women against the historical 
background of World War II, the Cold War, the Civil 
Rights movement, and the Space Race. Dorothy Vaughn, 
Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden 
come alive to the reader and the panorama of American 
aeronautical success is illuminated by the genius of these 
(and many other) hidden figures. 


Kings and Queens in Their Castles 
Tom Atwood 

Damiani 

$45 


Following his magnificent Kings in their Castles: Pho- 
tographs of Queer Men at Home (2005), Tom Atwood's 
Kings and Queens broadens in scope and gender in this 
second, lush volume. Selecting from photographs of over 
350 subjects in 30 states, from celebrities to beekeepers, 
Atwood presents his subjects and their eclectic domains 
as theater, each habitat and inhabitant captured as a 
scene of the drama that is that individual's life, including 
Leslie Jordan crouched on his kitchen floor clutching 

a bag of tortilla chips, Bruce Vilanch and groceries, 
homeless activist Tim Coulter in his Scooby-Doo-themed 
van, Vermont beekeepers Mary Celley and Sue Williams 
at work. Each gorgeously rendered portrait seems not 
so much “posed” as having serendipitously caught the 
subject during an intimate yet everyday moment. 


The Road to Transition 
Bree Record 

Page Publishing, Inc. 
$12.95 


Bree Record's journey to transition was fraught with pain 
and incomprehension, a story “40 days in the telling and 
55 years in the living." The 40 days are the final ones 
leading up to her climactic gender confirmation surgery, 
the excerpts from her diary, the circuitous, tortuous path 
laid before the reader "to bring you the accurate portrait 
of what lay down The Road to Transition." The pain and 
anguish is clear, though Record's progression through 
three personas is less so. First, she was born female, and 
lived as Sarah till she was 13, when a four-day episode 


changed her to Steven, in/as whom she lived for 44 years, 


before setting down the long road to Bree. A harrowing 
revelation of gender and its needs. 


Can't We Talk About Something More Pleasant? A 
Memoir 

Roz Chast 

Bloomsbury 

$28 


Many of us find ourselves the caretaker of those we al- 
ways assumed would take care of us. This can have vary- 
ing outcomes, as humorously, ironically, disturbingly, and 
unflinchingly shown in noted New Yorker cartoonist Roz 
Chast's graphic memoir. As a caretaker, Chast falls under 
“only child raised by uberanxious, ultimately co-depen- 
dent, Jewish Brooklynites" subset. The saga starts when 
her parents were 78, ending after her father's death at 95 
and her mother's at 97. Mother was domineering, Father 
was gentle, non-contentious; never able to adequately 
shield his daughter from the ongoing "Blasts from Chast" 
as her mother herself would term them. Orneriness, ill- 
ness, dementia, denial, illness, fear, and rage are Chast's 
fodder, and she handles them with consummate skill. A 
must-read for anyone with parents. № 
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Sunday, April 30th | 12 - 4 PM 
A-Miill Artist Lofts | 315 SE Main, Mpls 
Tickets: $5 Advance | $7 At Door 


Now that we've fought & won 
the right to marry our partners, 
it's time to get planning! Leave 

the stress behind as you find all the 
things you need for a spectacular 
wedding. We are showcasing local 
LGBT & allied businesses. 


Thank you to our Gold Sponsors: 
ROR Tax Professionals 
Tim Salyers, Realtor 


Мау 18 | 5:30 - 9:00 PM 
Pinstripes, Edina 
VIP Reception | Dinner & Awards 


This powerful event celebrates 
business & community leaders 
who are working to create a fully 
inclusive economy, workplace & 
society in Minnesota. 


May 18, 2017 
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BRAD BEMOWSKI REAL ESTATE 
YOUR DREAMS. MY PRIORITY. 


651.368.6761 


Ss brad.bemowskildcbburnet.corn 


WWW.BRADBEMOWSKI.COM 


(Image is everything. 
Without it, you are just a blank ad.) 


What does your brand message say? If you don't know, that's 
where we come in. We are IMAGEHAUS, a design consultancy 
that works with organizations seeking to launch, grow or reinvent 


themselves using brand strategy. @ imagehaus.net 


&, ‚2 otto 


[T 


8458 Xerxes Ave. North Brooklyn Park 55444 
763 951-2857 www.top2bottommensfashion.com 


GLBT owned and operated 


612.331.4544 
- facebook.com/wildecafe 


65 Main St. SE, Mpls - 
wildecafe.com 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


(651) 439-8442 
(651) 336-4615 


PINSURANCE В 


Spring Brings 
Out Color & 
Powerful Women 


Kay T. Johnson 
612.802.8261 


Amy Ruzick 
651.492.1044 


Keith Taylor 
952.829.1584 


LeaderOne: 


Financial Corp 
e 


Angie Sherer 

Mortgage Consultant 
NMLS #373912 
612.644.9948 
angiesherer@leader1.com 
www.AngieSherer.com 


ANGIE SHERER 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. Davina M. . Baldwin 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


| rene Greene ты 


Greene Growth and Training LLC 


Enhanci Personal & Refationshi 6 
1, the Socially A" “4 


| LGBTQ: Relationship 
Coaching and Counseling 


Proudly Serving the LGBTQ+ 
| Communities for over 28 years. 


wwwirenegreene com | ivene@irenegreene.com І Minneapolis 


REMY 


р an Results 


NoPlace! кеНотел, 
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FAITH | BY DAN ADOLPHSON 


Conference to Focus on Faithful 
LGBTQ+ Inclusion Amid the Current 
Political and Social Climate 


First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Minneapolis will host Nicole Garcia, self-identi- 
fied transgender Latina, speaker, advocate, and 
counselor on Friday, May 5 and Saturday, May 
6 at a conference titled "Let Justice Flow Like 
Water: Refreshing our Commitment to Faithful 
LGBTQ+ Inclusion." This is the third install- 
ment of FCC's conference series “VOICES: 
Addressing Issues That Affect the Church and 
Wider Community." 

Nicole began her transition, male-to-female, 
while employed as a law enforcement officer 
for the state of Colorado. She successfully com- 
pleted her transition in 2005, and resigned her 
position as a state parole officer in 2013 to fin- 
ish her counseling education. In 2014, she com- 
pleted her M.A. in Counseling from the Univer- 
sity of Colorado-Denver, and opened her private 
counseling practice, Nicole Garcia Counseling 
in Longmont, Colorado. Nicole is also a Masters 
of Divinity student in the specialized M.Div. Dis- 
tance Learning Program at Luther Seminary, 
and will graduate in May 2018. 

Nicole has served on the boards of Recon- 
cilingWorks; Lutherans for Full Participation, 
which advocates for the full welcome, inclusion, 
and equity of GLBTQ Lutherans in all aspects 
of the life of their church, congregations, and 
community; Interfaith Working Group; and One 
Colorado. Nicole is one of nine featured trans* 
Christians in the January 18, 2017 article in 
The Christian Century: *How Do You Hold Your 
Trans Identity Together and Your Life of Faith?" 

The conference will bring together faith 
leaders, congregants, and secular and faith- 


4 


Nicole Garcia, a transgender Christian from Denver, is studying to become a pastor at Luther Seminary in St. Paul. 


Religion New Service photo by Judy Griesedieck 


based partners to refresh their commitment to 
faithful GLBTQ+ inclusion inside our churches 
and ministry settings, especially amid the con- 
tinuing changes in our government and cul- 
ture. During the conference, local GLBTQ+ 
faith and community leaders will offer a variety 
of workshops, and organizations from the wid- 
er community will be there to provide resourc- 
es. Participants will learn and grow together as 
witnesses of Jesus' radical gospel of inclusion, 
with a closing panel discussion where they will 
be equipped to take the message of love and 


welcome into the world. 

Thanks to the generous underwriting of 
The Wholeness Fund of FCC Minneapolis, 
admission for the entire conference is only 
$25 (or $15 day rate). The event will run 3:30 
to 8:15 p.m. on Friday, May 5; and 8:30 a.m. to 
3:15 p.m. on Saturday, May 6. CEUs will be of- 
fered through United Theological Seminary of 
the Twin Cities. м 


Information and registration can be found at 
www.fccminneapolis.org/voices. 


алғ; 
SE WORLD 
А 


612-672-0556 


241 2ND AVE М | MINNEAPOLIS, ММ 55401 
1 


612-333-0599 


251 3RD AVE 5 | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415 


А 


612-345-4676 


314 FIRST АУЕ М | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 


651-464-7529 


119 LAKE ST | FOREST LAKE, ММ 55025 


507-252-1997 


220 FIRST AVE SW | ROCHESTER, MN 55902 
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REW 
CHRISTIAN. 


Designer mens underwear 
including sexy boxers, 
briefs, jocks and thongs! 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


«СОМ 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


м 


OVER 15 AUTO 
е жаменғуеу MANUFACTURER 
or anization ч Collision, Glass and More! CERTIFICATIONS AND 
g RECOGNITIONS 


event IS part of THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


Lavender’s 


201 1 CALL ror AN APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on сетан onc esrmarear LAMETTRYS.COM 


Pride Issue! 


Deadline: May 19, 2017 
Published: June 8, 2017 
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< 2017 ALFA ROMEO GIULIA 


ы J: ` Insatiable, predatory and possessive, this is sex as a second language. 
A / - why Italian is the sexiest language, as described by CNN: 
Lameccanica delle emozioni 
Be Alfa. Drive Italian 


ОНИ" 
fr отео 


1820 QUENTIN AVE, ST.LOUIS РААК 952-367-4400 WWW.ALFAROMEOUSAOFSTLOUISPARK.COM 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2017 Lincoln Continental 


The name is synonymous with American luxury. 

The combination of Lincoln and Continental has been a part of the 
finer things in this country since 1939, when Edsel Ford signed off for 
a European-inspired version of the V-12-powered Lincoln-Zephyr that 
caught everyone’s attention. The Continental was aspirational and iconic 
at the point where automobile design was turning another chapter. 

The Continental name would become part of the lexicon of American 
luxury from the end of World War II on. In 1955, it became a division of 
Ford with one of the most desirable and expensive automobiles of its 
time. In 1960, it would revolutionize the American luxury car again by 
being trim and elegantly modern with the most significant car of the 
decade. The name continued through the 1970s as the most substantial 
automobile of the time even in the face of an oil crisis. 

Since that time, the iconic name had lost its prominence. Last decade, 
it simply went away. Perhaps it was waiting for the right moment and 
time to reemerge into something to harken back to its past. That time 
has arrived. The Lincoln Continental has returned. The car for its name 
to be applied was the right one for its revival. 

The 2017 Lincoln Continental was designed to be the brand’s show- 
case of technology, performance, engineering, artistry, and luxury. It 
was to be uniquely American, as opposed to being globally aspirational. 
Did it fulfill its mission? 

From the outside, one would agree that it did. The Continental is dis- 
tinctive, with the new brand-specific front end design that has already been 
applied to the 2017 MKZ. In this original application, it looks spectacular. 
The lighting is also amazing, with a greater beam emitted from these small 
LED units inside of each headlamp unit. Each unit consists of five jeweled 
LED beams, crowned with an LED running/turn signal lamp. 


Going rearward, the new door latches mounted on the belt line are a 
spectacular design element. The light-touch technology is not new, but 
the application is well executed. Exiting the car is done by buttons on the 
armrests, with an emergency latch in case it fails. The sleeker roofline 
is great, which leads to a rear end that had much debate among journal- 
ists. From afar, it is not as distinctive as one wants it to be. Yet, seeing it 
up close provides a three-dimensional design of the tail lamps and LED 
strips in a much better light. In all, the Continental is handsome with its 
fusion of heritage and modern highlights. 

The interior is nothing short of spectacular. For our Reserve tes- 
ter, we were treated to 30-way power seating up front. These fantastic 
seats provided a balance between comfort and support through on- 
door and on-screen adjustments. Even with push-button transmission 
switches, the entire Continental instrument panel is an excellent mix 
of heritage design with the latest technology, including a very dy- 
namic TFT instrument cluster. 

For rear seat passengers, one thing to look out for is the panoramic 
moonroof. If it is equipped as such, headroom for very tall people might 
be compromised. I’m actually OK in the rear seat, perhaps better without 
the moonroof. However, legroom is tremendous. I would even equal it to 
the legroom of one of the last Town Cars. 

SYNC3 dominates the infotainment suite for the Continental, which 
is an excellent system combined with greater connective options. We 
used Apple CarPlay, which was a welcomed addition to the SYNC3 suite, 
but the navigation is superb, as is the use of other audio and information 
services the system uses. We were extremely pleased with the Revel Ul- 
tima speaker system in the Continental with 19 extremely well-balanced 
speakers positioned throughout the cabin. 
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The tester we drove had what will be the most desirable powertrain 
setup for the Continental. It is a 3.0-liter twin-turbocharged V6, connect- 
ed to a six-speed automatic transmission with all-wheel drive. The engine 
alone puts out 400 horsepower. Add Advanced Dynamic Torque Vector- 
ing, and you get the ultimate in power transfer and balance for its class. 
The result is a quick, smooth, and fantastic driveline. For such a power- 
ful driveline, there is a bit of a penalty in fuel economy. We averaged 16.9 
MPG in this example. 

Another option to consider for the Continental is the Lincoln Drive 
Control. What it does is enable the driver to change the way the Conti- 
nental drives through settings involving suspension feel, steering feel, 
and throttle/transmission response. This sounds familiar with a lot of 
products we worked with; however, to feel it in action with the Conti- 
nental is indeed a huge change in the brand's image. How so? Imagine 
driving a Lincoln devoid of roll and lean through the turns, while main- 
taining a level, smooth ride throughout. This is absolutely remarkable 
and a fresh change for this kind of automobile. 

The further result is an excellent balance between ride quality and 
handling. While in Sport, you do get nominal roll and a stiffer ride. Yet, 
that stiffer ride does not penalize the overall smoothness of the Conti- 
nental. In softer ride selections — Normal and Comfort — cornering 
may loosen up, but is still under control with nominal roll and lean. 

Lincoln Drive Control also manages the feel of the steering. In Sport, 
you get the tightest feel and heaviest control. This is great for enthusi- 
asts; however, there is no shame in having the steering feel loosen up 
in Normal and Comfort. There is a drawback when it comes to making 
tight maneuvers, since the turning radius is a bit on the larger side on 


the Continental. We were hoping for a quicker steering set to make tight 
U-turns better. However, brakes are superb, providing great stops in nor- 
mal and panic situations. 

The Continental was also equipped with the latest in safety technology. 
Our tester featured adaptive cruise control, forward collision warning, 
blind spot monitoring, lane keep assist, a 360-degree and rearview camera 
with cross-traffic alert, parking sensors, and a parking assist feature. 

For a base price of $44,560, Lincoln can get you going on creating a 
Continental to fit your needs and desires. Our Reserve tester came with 
almost every package and option on the list and a complete sticker price 
of $73,620. 

For that money, you get a showcase of the latest and greatest Lincoln 
has ever produced. It is a price tag befitting of a Continental at a time of 
subdivision and heavy competition in the luxury car field. One may want 
the Continental to go after the standard bearer of premium automobiles, 
mainly from Germany. Yet, the Lincoln is distinctly different to hold its 
own, while attracting a new wave of big luxury cars from Cadillac, Gen- 
esis, Volvo, and Kia. Its reach also includes other offerings from Acura, 
Infiniti, and Lexus. 

You have to take the 2017 Lincoln Continental on its merits. In that 
case, it is a brilliant automobile worth considering. It is the redefinition 
of American luxury worthy of its heritage of 78 years. The Continen- 
tal also fits excellently in today's luxury car marketplace. More so, it 
is the most important car designed, engineered, and produced in this 
country for 2017. 

'The bar has been raised for American luxury. It has been accom- 
plished by another Lincoln Continental. B 


Cgreenga rage 


Home af the 2 year 
24,000 mille warraniy 


Experts in domestic, 
European, & Asian vehicle 
maintenance and repair 


Call for Service Appointments Today! 


612-255-9473 


2749 Nicollet Ave S • Minneapolis, MN 55408 


ум отеепоатасетии от 
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OSSEO POWERSPORTS-YOUR FULL LINE HONDA POWERSPORTS & EQUIPMENT DEALER. 
www.osseopowersports.com | (763) 315-0200 116 | County Rd 81, Osseo, MN 55369 


OPEN HOUSE! April 22nd 10am - 3pm 


HONDA 
START YOUR JOURNEY 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


| Karen В Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


p -— 
(HAGEN: 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. $, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


ALTO 
02 


Collision, Glass and More! 


- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


GUN SHOPS 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

¢ Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HOME SERVICES 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS * PATIOS 
p FREE ESTIMATES 


[oco Complete Professional HomeCare Corr 
қ 


- 3 - 
i 
| v3 MN LIC#BC-20270903 


54 | LAVENDER | APRIL 13-26, 2017 


"ENWVISIQ 


NE — 


CONSTRUCTION REMODE 
" 


Painting | Windows | Doors | Patios 
Decks | Landscaping and More! 


(612) 281-5183 | mnenvision.com 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
КУ 


An exceptional COMMUNITY 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 • Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


EAGLE SAGE ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


JEWELERS 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 


Very best service for 
the very best price. 


construction Inc. 


It's that easy 


WESPECIALIZEIN У 

~v Remodeling 

~ Insulation 

Home Energy Efficiency 


~ Roofing 

~v Siding 

~ Windows 
CCALLUS 


www.snapconstruction.com 612-333-SNAP (7627) 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


SHIMMERING 


Emily Thelemann 


Custom Jeweler 
612.470.7776 | shimmeringcarbon@gmail.com 


Custom. Redesign. Repair а 
Contact те for a free custom consultation f 


REAL ESTATE 


Charles “Chuck” Gollop 


“The Professional Service ssi "ILES 
and Results you Deserve" МЕ 
/М BURNET 


МайурЕог Serious Rests. 18 


Marilyn РагтеНа, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella @ cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


KELLERWILLIAMS 
PREFERRED REALTY 


I cover the entire Twin Cities 


Let me help you find the 
perfect home. 


952-292-6623 
cgollop@kw.com 
twincitieshomeschuckgollop.com 218 


Anita C. Hill 


651-707-6408 < 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com ‘= 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


ТНЕ МЕТМ/ОАК 
ЕЕ ЕЕ 


TAX SERVICES 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


Professionals 


SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 


4500 Park Glen Road 1 
@ LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


Suite 100 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


"Subscribe 


George Morris 
Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
2 ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
e YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
5 CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
@ CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


CLASSIFIEDS 


LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 


LAVENDER LINK 


ADVERTISER INDEX 
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coffee shop. Food & coffee created by Kept. 263 Front Ave., Saint Paul. Large оО паз Tre dens пера. 


a staff that cares! Meeting Space with 


windows, Spacious floor plan. No Pets. 


Roya Моей Charierpoint Weclh Srateges- 


a gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th ^ Rent:1200, Deposit:1200. ^ Inlcuded: do n 2” 
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Creating personal & meaningful STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting TheMimescta Оре. 23 | Моћ Memorial НЫЙ Core 
weddings, funerals, and other life in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC Twin Cies Gay Меп Chorus. 13 
celebrations. Spiritual or secular for all іп South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. Well Stung... 


throughout the Twin Cities. Call Tony: 


n therapy we progress by asking for 
help and building trust. Please call 
James Chadwick, MSW, LGSW at (763) 
780-3307 x.108 or email jchadwick(a 


|5 day to day tension & stress making 


& availability. 


Bars & Nightlife. 
19 Bar... 
The Commodore Bar & Restaurant. 
Gay 905 ...... 


Uptown Dermatology & SkinSpa. 


zi i i Borton Volve 
612) 385-3173 for more information. you a pain to be around? Let's work Fat Minneapolis 51 Home Furnishings & Accessories 
together to relieve your stress & achieve rire ri | eee 
PSYCHOTHERAPY relaxation through massage. Reverent Mister Car Wash 7 
Rosedale Ch 7 | Home Services 
Massage Бу Топу. (612) 326-0518 for rates умови о Шыны 
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Haskell’. : ACHotel.......... 24 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


South Lyndale Liquors Burbank Livingston Griggs Mansion 3 

. А The Commodore Bar & Restaurant.. 3 

Lakeside Garden Apartments, Cushing, Casas Penis neas Delvood County C 3 

Я " jt. Croix Casino......... incon Jesi lotel на 

MN - Enjoy nature, peace & quiet. Four Wedding Day Diamonds. Saint Paul Athlote Club - 3 

newly constructed units available soon. Каман aa аши lodge. 3 

; Н Fireroast Cafe...... е University Club of 3 

1 BR, lower units $1 ‚200, Upper units Cloutier Law Offices... The Woman's Club of Minneapol 9 
$1,700/month. Own Patio. Kitchens: mE - Jerry Burg, Attorney at Law. 

| ; А Lavender First Thursdays 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
rofit organizations. To reserve your 
isting in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 


MN ADOPT 
Finding families for Minnesota’s Waiting 
Children, providing pre/post adoption 


services to all Minnesota adoptive families. 


777 Raymond Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
(612) 861-7115 
www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) ЕЕ (5433) www.aliveness.org 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, Statewide: (800) 
248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
[612] 625-7472 

iv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 

working to invigorate, build & partner for 
iverse business community. 

18 М. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 

www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & Court House 
Step back in time and enjoy a historicall 
Бесит wedding at the Minneapolis City 


Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 


555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 
clinic555.org 
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Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

[National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
roviding free classes and peer support 

Groups for people affected by mental 

illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 
Sexual health care for all people. 
Confidential tests and treatment in a safe, 
saring setting: 
525 Portland Ave S., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
ЫЙ 543-5555 

eddoorclinic.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. Check out our 
online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located on 
the Green Line. Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 

www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio station of 
the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children’s Theatre Company 

Children’s Theatre Company creates 

theatre that educates, ША es and 

inspires. Values: Imagination, сепсе; 

Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. $ 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

|012) 874-0400 
ttp://www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

jor 822-7063 
JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of Minnesota 
An epicenter of discovery an 
transformation celebrating innovation in 
the arts, performance, and academics. 
84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and арар 
performing arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

The Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
620 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Theatre for your heart, mind and soul on 
two stages, next to dining and jazz. 
Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area 
of public policy, anti-violence, education, 
training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
board members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community committed 
to being All God's Children FOR all God's 
children! 

3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 5. Pih St. 


Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to alll. 

4113 W. 59 $1. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking humanism at 
home in the here and now. 

900 Mt. Curve 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 377-6608 

www firstunitarian.org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and ask 
questions... a place where ALL are truly 
welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark’s 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Churc 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcomin dll people, Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 

that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 600 GLBT & GLBT-friendly softball 
players as we celebrate 39 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get Together" 
provides a world-class showcase that is 
innovative, entertaining and fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

[651] 288-4400 

www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
Wisconsin 

Explore Wisconsin's north coast via 
beautiful Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
largest of the Apostle Islands. 

ae 779-3335, 

715) 747-2801 

www.bayfield.org, 
www.madelineisland.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


zoo 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features dail 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Step 


When I married last year, I became stepmom to two boys, one in 
middle school and one in high school. 

At age 50, it’s been a tricky transition venturing from the shallow 
delights of a me-me-me lifestyle into the murky and mysterious depths 
of them-them-them. 

The currents are made more challenging with the addition of an ex- 
husband, his wife, step- and half-siblings, and intensely detailed calen- 
dars that chart the comings and goings of all the constellations in this 
complicated galaxy. For my own sanity, I’ve settled into the crazy orbit as 
a distant and benevolent object whose role is ill defined. I’m the family’s 
Pluto: not quite a planet but significant enough to be given a name. In 
my case, it’s Stepish Mom. 

I'm a parent-like figure, but don’t meet all the necessary criteria of 
being an official parent. 

I do all the things that are required of a stepparent, but with a com- 
plete lack of confidence. I keep my mouth shut when discipline needs 
to be doled out because I don’t want to be the bad guy. I buy their love 
with sugary drinks and video games when their mom isn’t looking. And 
I tag along to band concerts and soccer games like a slightly dotty maid- 
en aunt who claps too enthusiastically following a performance, even 
though it’s not my approval the kids are seeking. 

When we first moved in together, I was determined to master my 
new parenting duties. So I looked on the internet for help. 

Like the time I used the web to self-diagnose the weird growth on my 
toe, this was a mistake. Here are some sample headlines from a search 
on the subject: 

“Being a stepparent will put your self-esteem to the ultimate test” 

“How to avoid letting your partner’s kids destroy your relationship” 


It Up 


“Choosing to be a stepparent: Don’t do it!” 

And then there are a bunch of links to porn sites. 

Surprisingly, given the high divorce rate in this country, there is very 
little constructive advice available for “stepping,” which is what I call it 
because that makes it sound active, fun, and wholesome, like something 
you do at a hoedown. 

I treat family life as if it is a merry melodrama where I have no real 
responsibility and serve as only a bit player whose function is comic 
relief. This has served me well, up to a point. 

That point has a name. The point’s name is Christina, my spouse, who 
understands that parenting isn’t instinctive and pokes me in the right di- 
rection when I’m doing decidedly unparental things, like suggesting we al- 
low the 12-year-old to spend the night alone at a water park hotel while we 
go to a spa. The kids also have been wonderfully forgiving of my foibles, 
quietly nudging me to act like an adult when they need one. 

What is rarely noted about stepparenting are the rewards, which 
come in unexpected bursts and light up your atmosphere as bright as 
а comet. 

Last week, for example, I got an urgent text from the middle-schooler 
asking me to bring over snacks for his entire class. I was at work and 
couldn’t leave the office, so I contacted my spouse, assuming he had 
tried and failed to reach her or his dad before making the hail-Mary text 
to me. 

But I learned that, no, I was his first contact. Of the four parents in 
his life, he chose me, the dwarf planet, to come through with the snacks. 
“Why me?” I asked him later that day. 

“Because I knew you'd bring good snacks, апа not carrots and ар- 
ples,” he said. в 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Gavin Grimm 


At this year’s Grammy Awards, transgender icon Laverne Cox inter- 
rupted her music star introduction to highlight the case of Gavin Grimm, 
a 17-year-old Virginia high school student who’s become the poster 
child for transgender rights in the United States. Cox urged, “Every- 
one, please Google ‘Gavin Grimm.’ He’s going to the Supreme Court in 
March. ‘Hashtag stand with Gavin.” 

Not long after Cox’s plea, the Supreme Court changed its mind and 
sent Gavin’s case back down to the trial court judge who had originally 
ruled against Gavin. As I discuss below, I doubt this will make any dif- 
ference for Gavin, who is set to graduate high school later this spring. 

Still, sooner or later, the Supreme Court will weigh in on transgender 
people and their rights, particularly as it relates to public restroom and 
locker room usage. Given that less than half of all transgender people 
transition surgically (meaning that the majority of trans folks still have 
the plumbing they were born with), how the Supreme Court ultimately 
decides the issue will affect the lives of many humans. 

The fact is that people who have no idea what it means to be transgen- 
der have all the decision-making power here. There are only two trans- 
gender judges in the country (yours truly once tried to be number three, 
but that’s another story for another day) and as a result, we trans people 
are at the mercy of humans who really don’t understand what it means to 
be “other.” Sometimes the ignorance is glaring. 

For example, take the judge in Gavin's case, the one who now has 
the case back in his lap. On the first go-around, the judge accepted the 
school district's argument that gender is *immutable." In doing so, the 
judge implicitly accepted the “creationist” approach to human etiology 
(which fits in nicely with the people who are raising huge amounts to 
fund bathroom bills across the country). 

Another problem with the trial judge: he was very skeptical about the 
risk of a urinary tract infection from “holding” for too long. (Gavin testi- 
fied that he experienced UTIs from not using the restroom because he 
considered it demeaning to use the alternative bathroom in the nurse's 
office that school officials offered.) I’m not surprised that a male (with 
a much longer urinary tract) would have problems understanding that a 
biological female (who have much shorter urinary tracts) could develop 
infections from "not going." 

The trial judge also called gender dysphoria а “mental disorder" (psy- 
chologists considering the incongruity between brain and body a “соп- 
dition" and not a *disorder"). This sure makes it sound like the judge 
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believes trans people are just plain “crazy.” 

Finally, the judge implicitly (if not outright) questioned what it 
meant to be transgender, saying that Gavin “wants” to be a boy. I’m 
sorry, but this isn't about “wanting” to be anything; rather, it's about 
being a human who is. 

The trial judge was thought so biased that on appeal, Gavin's ACLU 
attorneys asked that the case be assigned to a different judge. The ap- 
peals court denied that request and so now the case goes back to the 
judge with the aforementioned biases. 

Before there was even a lawsuit, there was a public hearing in front 
of the Gloucester County School Board where more than 25 people 
spoke; most argued against Gavin's restroom request. As reported by 
the Gloucester Daily Press, many of the comments concerned perceived 
safety issues: fears that Gavin might be hurt; that he might hurt others; 
and that allowing Gavin freedom in this instance would open the door to 
trans female teenagers using female restrooms and locker rooms where 
"things could happen." 

Gavin also spoke to the school board. In a short video of Gavin's re- 
marks (which you can view on YouTube), you see a stocky male teen- 
ager walk to a podium and put his hands in his pockets. In what turned 
out to be an eloquent impromptu speech, Gavin spoke of how no student 
ever complained about him using the high school's male restrooms. 
Instead, the complainers were “афи making comments not knowing 
what they are talking about." Gavin argued, “I did not ask to be this way; I 
didn't choose to be transgender." He analogized to a child having cancer, 
through no fault of their own, and how any parent would do whatever 
they could to protect that child. Being transgender is something that 
needs protecting as well, Gavin rationalized. 

In closing, Gavin reminded the school board, “I’m just a human. I’m 
just a boy." 

Well said, Gavin. You compel respect as you teach us about grit and 
determination and what it means to stand up for one's self. 

#StandwithGavin. B 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, 
Honesty and Gender Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.humaninspirationworks.com where you 
can also sign up for her newsletter. She welcomes your comments at 
ellenkrugwriter(agmail.com. 


VOLUNTEERING 


in clinical trials is what gave 
us effective HIV meds that 
allow people living with 
HIV the ability to live long, 
healthy lives. 


Researchers at the U of M are 
looking for more volunteers to 
take HIV research even further, 
to discover new methods to rid 
the virus from the body, hopefully 
leading to a cure, one day. 


You are compensated 
fairly for your time. 


All gender identities, 
sexual orientations, 
races, and adults over 
18 are welcome. 


Call 612-626-8680 or 

email tpresley@umn.edu 
to learn more and see 
which study is right for you. 
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